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INTER“ARAB AFFAIRS 


FATAH MEMBER COMMENTS ON LRAN-LRAQ WAR 

Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 20-26 Oct 80 pp 50-61 

(Interview with Abu Lyad, Fatah Central Committee member, by Lydia Georgi) 
[Excerpts] The Palestine Liberation Organization has proposed a "face-saving" 
plan to end the Iraqi-Iranian war and has high hopes that Baghdad and Tehran will 
accept it, according to Salah Khalaf (Abu Lyad), ranking member of Fateh's Cencral 
Committee, 


In @ private interview with MONDAY MORNING, Abu Lyad outlined the Palestinian plan 
as follows: 


“A cease-fire will be declared; 


--Iraq will announce its readiness to withdraw to the borders specified by the 
1975 Algiers treaty or the 1913 treaty of Constantinople; 


--Lran will immediately announce that it is ready to enter into direct negotiations 
with Iraq in any neutral country if Iraqi forces pull out of Iranian territory; 


--Islamic or non-aligned states will supervise the withdrawal of Iraqi troops, 
after which negotiations will start. 


A translation of the full interview, which was conducted in Arabic, follows: 
You have said that the PLO will continue its mediation between Iraq and Iran and 


is planning to propose a solution for the problem between the two countries. Do 
you think you will be more successful than you were in the first mediation attempt? 


When the matter involves an attempt to end a conflict between two countries which 
we believe are themselves being harmed by the war, the important thing is not 
whether we succeed or not; the important thing is that we have taken a stand in 
support of the principle of the cessation of hostilities between two countries 
which are among the mijor supporters of the Palestinian Revolution. 











That i¢ why, since the visit of Abu 
Ammar (to Baghdad and Tehran), we have 
taken every possible measure, we have 
thought out loud, and we have sometimes 
made contacts behind the scenes to put « 
stop to thie wer 


| Believe the time will come when our 
call will be heeded, because ihe two sides 
will discover that our call is right. and that 
this war was planned to last uniil the 
Capabilities of both sides are exhausted. 
They will also discover that it har been 
decided that no one is to be victorious in 
this war — neither Iraq nor tran. 

The United States, which | believe is 
indirectly encouraging the war, is keen on 
weakening the two countries and anxious 
to prevent either of them from emerging as 
the victor It does not want '\4n to emerge 
strong from this war because & does not 
want it to control the «i! of Iraq and Saudi 
Arab, and it does oot want iraq to 
emerge strong because it does not want it 
to have influence in oi! affairs. The thrust 
of American thinking regarding this war is 
to have both lraq and iran emerge from it 
weak 
if the two countries discover this fact 
and drop their intransigence, | believe they 
will sccept our ides to end the war and 
establish good neighborly relations through 
CONstamt meet ings and negotiations 


Do you think this is likely to happen in 
the current circumstances? 
| think every day of war will convince 


the two perties of the sincerity and right- 
ness of our call to end the hostilities. 
There is now the ides of calling « 
meeting of the non-eligned nations’ co- 
ordination office — an idea which the PLO 
proposed and is still becking. The PLO has 
contacted both countries on this matter, 
end there may be agreement in principle on 
the pert of both countries to accept the 
mediation of the non-aligned nations. 
There “may be” agreement? 
| say “may” because | don't want to be 
overoptimistic, but | have great hope that 
we will be eble to push this mediation ina 
direction that would create meeting points 
between the two perties and yield results. 
| believe the two countries have begun 
to sense that the world is not really inter. 
ested in arranging @ cease-fire. On the con: 
tary. 


The greatest losses the two countries are 
ineurring are not human losses, they ere 
economic losses, Oll sources and refineries 
ere being hit, The European eountries are 
usually ef to lose @ handful of oi! ber: 
rele; why are they © uninterested in this 
war? Why? | sey they are not interested 
because they ere being told by the US. 
"Don't worry about oil, You will get al! 
the ol] you want. You will be the ones to 
rebuild the two countries after their 
destruction.” in other words, “The oil of 
traq and tran will be mortgaged to us unt! 
the two countries have rebuilt what the 
war hes destroyed.” 

This means that the oi! flow will be un: 
interrupted, unemployment in Europe wil! 
Giseppeer, and we will be the losers — we 
the Palestinians and the lreqi and Iranian 
peoples 

This is why we | efuse to give up hope in 
stopping the war and why we will do every. 
thing in our power to stop it. 

And this fact has begun to be recogniz. 
ed by opr brothers the Iraqis and our 
brothers the lraniens. 


Den't you think the reletive leck of 
interest ts et least partly due to the fact 
thet other ofl countries, especially the 
Gul countries, heave decided to increase 
production to compensate for the loss of 
Iraqi end Wranian exports? 


Why are the Europeans not anxiously 
seeking an end to the war? Why aren't 
they pressuring the U.S. to stop the con- 
flict? Everyone involved in the oi! business 
knows thet before this war broke 
out, the Europeans stored oi! reserves that 
would meet their needs for four months. in 
other words, they have calculated that they 
will have enough oil for their needs even if 
the war lests three months. In addition to 
this, Seudi Arabia, the Gulf countries and 
some other OPEC countries have incressed 
their production covering part — not al! — 
of the shortfall, 

Given these facts, if the European coun. 
tries know that efter two or three months 
of wer end destruction they are likely to be 
beck in the region to rebuild and repair 
what hes been destroyed, why should they 
be uneasy sbout the war — especially since 
there ise red line in this wer, which means 
thet neither country can emerge vic 
torious? 




















There may be some European sent: 
ments here or there, but in practice, the 
Europeans and the United States have tak: 
on @ definite position: keep the wer going 
but impose @ ceiling on It, a that neither 
party wins 


Do you believe the Gulf states ere en- 
coureging th’. attitude by increasing 
their production? 

This matter is connected with the Guif 
states’ relations with Europe and America. 
It has nothing to do with the encourage. 
ment of the war. 

| don't believe that the continuation of 
the war would serve the interests of the 
Gulf states. My information is that those 
states are apprehensive about the war — 
they are afraid that the war will continue 
and spread to their territory, and they are 
afraid that the victor, gaining the upper 
hand, will deal with them froma position 
of strength. There arc many reasons why 
they are afraid of this war, but they are 
now compelled to either support the traqi 
side or adopt a neutral position. My 
information is that they are all announcing 
their neutrality. 


Seudi Arebie has not announced its 
neutrality. 


Saudi Arabia may be a little more than 
neutral, but the general attitude among the 
Gulf states is that this wer is against them 
as it is against Iraq and Iran. 

ts there any coordination between the 

PLO’s mediation effort and the media. 

tion effort of the Islamic Conference, 

and will there be any coordination be- 
tween it and the proposed non-sligned 
mediation effort? 

The PLO is @ member of both the Is 
lamic Conference and the non-aligned 
nations organization, so any move made by 
those two bodies is made with our know. 
ledge and encouragement. 


The Islamic mediation effort has not 
succeeded, so we are now inclined to favor 
a mediation effort by the non-aligned 
nations, which include the Islamic states. 
This wil! give the effort « wider scope and 
avoid giving the war any (religious) color 

Perhaps even before this interview is pub- 
lished, the non-aligned nations’ coordina 
tion office will heve met and decided to 
send a team representing several countries 





to Baghdad and Tehran to detect the meet 
ing —— between the two Countries and 
work Out's timetable for # cease-fire, t 

for withdrawals, then for direct talks. - 

We encourage aft these trends, which in 
no way run Counter to the PLO’s efforts to 
play a role. 

You have said that Iraq should withdraw 

to its pre-war borders. Does this mean 

that you blame Iraq for the continuation 
of the war? 

When @ man tries to play @ role — to 
exert “good-will efforts,” in diplomatic 
language, because people don't like the 
word “mediation” — to end a war of this 
kind, he is bound to encounter difficulties 

Where do the difficulties jie? 

lraq says: “| have a right to lands which 
were given to me under the Algiers treaty. | 
have tried and failed to regain these lands 
by peaceful means, and | finally had to re- 
sort to force.” 


War is always started for a specific 
target, but wars may start as one thing and 
end up being sdmething altogether dif. 
ferent. Wars, by nature, develop by them. 
selves, NO matter how controlled they may 
be. This war started as @ war over Iraqi land 
and became a thrust into Iranian territory. 
That has complicated the matter further. 
Now the Iranians say that acceptance of s 
cease-fire would imply acceptance of the 
occupation of their land, and it would 
mean that they would have to enter into 
negotiations as a country which has part of 
its territory occupied. 


Negotiations will be difficult to start if 
Iranian lands remain in lraqi hands. 

So what is to be done? An uncond 
tional lraqi withdrawal? traq says that 
would mean a political defeat which would 
have negative internal repercussions 


That is why we have suggested that a 
cease-fire be declared first; that the Iraqis 
then announce their withdrawal! to the bor 
ders specified in the Algiers treaty or the 
1913 treaty of Constantinople: that the 
Iranians then announce thew agreement to 
enter into negotiations with Iraq in any 
neutral country if the Iraqis withdraw from 
lramian territory. In the meantime, friendly 
nations — Islamic states or non-sligned 
states — would supervise the Iraqi with. 
dGrawals to avert the possibility of another 
war breaking out in the process 








That is a general idea of our proposal, 
which would save the face of both coun 
tries 

Heve the two countries responded 

fevorably to this suggestion? 

| don't think there is any other option 
The only other way out is for one of the 
two countries to defeat the other and im. 
pose its conditions, and | don't see that 
happening — unless we want @ very long 
war 


Does your suggestion of an Iraqi with. 

drawal mean that you ere blaming Iraq? 

It is not our job to decide who it wrong 
Our job is to stop the war. When the war 
stops and peace returns, a man can freely 
state his views. But until our efforts to stop 
this war bear fruit, we must cast no blame 
unless casting blame can serve our purpose, 
which is the cessation of hostilities. 

Everyone has his own views about the 
war. | have seid, for instance, that the 
Arab are either watching idly or gloating 
or inciting. None of these attitudes is a pro- 
per Arab attitude. The proper Arab posi. 
tion is one in favor of stopping the war by 
any means Inciters, idle watchers and 
gloaters can do nothing but harm. That is 
not @ time for idle watchers or gloaters or 
inciters. | don't need to name any names, 
because the position of everyone in the 
Arab world is known. 

As for us, we are avoiding those three 
categories and trying not to call things by 
their names However, we have evidence 
and documents to indicate who is at fault 
in this wer 


Who is at fault? 
We'll say it after the war ends 


You have been quoted as saying: “Arab 
land is precious but not precious enough 
to justify war.” Would you explain that 
statement? 

Sometimes, when we S@y we are against 
this war and we blame someone for con- 
tinuing it, our statements are mis 
understood and interpreted as biased state. 
ments against Iraq or against Iran. 

We have taken a clear position against 
the continuation of this war, and one of 
the reactions we get is: “What do you 
mean? Our land s occupied and we want 
to regain it?” If we tell them, “Don't 
regain it,” they say, “Don't you, the Pales- 

tinians, want to regain your occupied 
land?" 





| say we have in this region one major 
conthet and several secondary conflicts 
which can be settled by negotiations and in 
time. 


The major conflict, the basic conflict in 
this region is between us and Israel, That is 
why the Arabs have for over 30 years been 
convinced that all their capabilities should 
be funnelied into this conflict and that no 
war should break out in the region outside 
this basic conflict. 


There are problems between ali Arab 
countries — border problerns between Iraq 
and Kuwait, border problerns among the 
little Arab emirates, border problems be. 
tween lraq and Saudi Arabie, border prob. 
lems between Libya and Algeria, border 
problems between Tunisia and Algeria, bor. 
der problems between Tunisia and Libya. 
There are problems over an entire desert. 
We are ageinstall theseside wars. If we start 
settling our disputes over every kilometer 
by force, all our capabilities will be wasted 
in side wars — they will be poured into 
tributaries, and not in the river proper. 

That is why | say we must push these 
disputes aside. Algeria can get slong 
without a bit of land from Libya or Tunis, 
and the same applies to all the rest. Let us 
put off these matters and look to the lend 
thet has been occupied by external forces. 
/ ose those disputed lands, whether they 
we held Dy Libya or Algeria or Tunisia or 
Morocco, remain in Arab hands. And 
where Iraq and Iran are concerned, conces. 
sions are also possible on the part of both 
We can go on demanding our rights anc 
seeking them. But in the short run, we 
must not wage wers over those territories, 
because ‘here is an external enemy occupy. 
ing @ large part of our land. 

This is what | meant by that statement. 


Do you agree with those who are saying 
thet the Gulf wer has brought U.S. mili- 
tery presence back to the region? 

If we look at the military and political 
map of the Gulf region after the outbreak 
of the Iranien-ireqi war, we will find the 
following : 

There is American military presence in 
the heart of the Gulf — naval vessels and 
fleets. Even some French naval vessels have 
entered the Straits. Carter has also called 
for a meeting of the six countries that de- 
pend on the Hormuz Straits to prepare a 
plan for the creation of a naval force in the 
Guif 














iran, of course, has been intelligent 
enough to stay away from the Straits, but 
the military forces are there anyway. 

No one can credibly state that he knows 
whether the consequences of the wer will 
remain limited to this presence or will 
develop further. There may be surprises. 
An analysis of the repercussions of the war 
could be a hundred percent sound and still 
not teke unpredictable surprises into 
account. This must be kept in mind. 


| believe that the presence of those 
fleets in the Gulf has gained a certain legi- 
timacy through the Iraqi-lrenian wer. Be 
fore the war, if one vessel had made a move 
in that area, the entire wo: ld would have 
been up in arms. Four or five vessels would 
have set the world boiling. Now, it has 
become a natural thing: there they are, in 
the Straits, digging themeives in, strength- 
ening themselves in the area. 

Fear of the consequences of the Iraqi- 
lranian war makes the Gulf states say, 

"We're ready to turn to the devil for help.” 

| know one Gulf official — | will not name 
him — who told me, “If the devil himself 

came to help us and offer us protection 
from the dangers around us now, we would 
accept and you can’t blame us.” This is 

specially true of the states that have adopt- 
ed a position of genuine neutrality and 
may consequently be threatened by both 
Iraq and iran. Those people are thinking, 
‘'We will accept help from the devil 
hirnself.”’ 

Who is the devil in the world today? 
The United States is the devi! of our age, 
and it is able and willing to intervene. 
Let’s be realistic: who has strong military 
presence in Oman and Somalia? 

The lraqi-tranian war has consecrated 
American presence inthe region. How long 
the war wi!! be, what its results will be, and 
how these will develop the American pian 
to strengthen US. presence in the area we 
do not know. 


Do you think it is possible thet the U.S. 

will intervene militarily in the wer? 

If Saudi Arabia or the Gulf is threaten- 
ed, or if the Americans fee! that the ba- 
lance is tipping in favor of one of the two 
sides, they may intervene — because, as | 
told you, America does not want anyone 
to emerge victorious from this war. We call 
this war a war of rams. When rams fight, 
they go on fighting until their horns snap 


off and they both collapse. That is the kind 
of war they went the lraqi-lranien war to 
be. If they find that one of the two sides 
may win, they may intervene. 


more credible they will sound when they 
tell the Guif states, “You have no one to 
depend on but us." 

| Weve talked ebout possible surprises. 
When the lraqi-lranian war broke out, any- 
one reading the opinion columns in the 
Western press — specifically, in the Ameri- 
can press — could catch a whiff of the 
internationalization of oil. Tie idea which 
came across was thet since the Guif states 
and Iran and Iraq were unable to protect 
the oil, why should the oi! be kept under 
their protection? iraq and Iran are big 
nations, and yet, for whatever reason, they 
started 8 war and stopped oi! production. 
Seudi Arabie and the Gulf states are weak 
compared to traq and Iran. If lraq and Iran 
can't protect their oil, how can Saudi 
Arabia and the Guif states be expected to 
protect theirs? And that being so, why 
shouldn't America intervene and establish a 
supervisory presence in the area, thus inter. 
nationalizing the oil of the Gulf so that it 
can no longer be at the mercy of anyone? 

That is the trend of their thinking, and 
their thoughts apply to other countries — 
like Qadhafi’s Libya, for instance. 


They want to gain control of the oil 
sources, on the grounds that this valuable 
resource, which is so essential for Europe 
and the U.S., should not be at the mercy of 
people who — look at them! — don’t think 
twice of destroying their own economies. 

Don't ever imagine that this theme is 
not involved in the plan: ‘The Arabs end 
the Iranians are backward people whose 
comro!l of the oil sources must not be 
allowed to continue. This resource must be 
in our hands.” 

it is my view that this will be one of the 
surprises of the war: the inter. 
nationalization of Middle Eastern oil, so 














that it falls under the full contro! of 
Europe and the U.S. — either directly or 
indirectly, 


This means thet req and iran are pley- 


We sometimes fall prey to « plot with- 
out realizing tt. This was aptly de- 
monstrated in Lebanon, where several 
parties thought they were working for the 
interests of Lebanon by declaring e holy war 
against the Palestinians. The consequences 
were not what they imagined they wou'd 
be. They discovered that they and others, 
including ourselves, were playing the 
Kissinger game. 

In other words, not everyone that plays 
@ part in a plot is a plotter or an agent 
connected with the plot. Sometimes people 
slip into the plot without knowing it, 
drawn into it by those who have studied 
their mentalities and know how to in- 
fluence them. 

Where the lraqi-iranian war is concern- 
ed, they definitely intimated to the Iraqi 
leadership that the franian revolutionary 
regime would fall as soon as the Iraqi forces 
made their first move because the Iranians 
did not have an army, and if they did, they 
didn't have spare parts. That's the kind of 
misleading information they fed them. 

And | have no doubt that spare parts 
have arrived in Iran — not directly from the 
US., of course, but via Japan and other 
countries — and the Iranian army is begin- 
ning to play its role again. Iran has in the 
meantime been told that if the Iraqis suffer 
one defeat, their leadership will definitely 
fall. 

All the mistakes that have been made in 
history were made because of inaccurate or 
incomplete information. 

In the light of wha* you have said so far, 

how do you evaluate the attitude of the 

Gulf states toward the Iragi-lranian 

war? 

1 believe they are among the victims of 
the war, but of course certain circum. 
stances are dictating their positions. Perhaps 
they have disputes with Iran. What can we 
expect Sheikh Zayed to do when the Iraqi 
leadership: tells him, ‘We will return the 
three islands to you"? Can he say, “No, 
don't return them to me’? The Gulf states 
are in @ delicate position. 


i'm not defending anyone, but I'm tell: 
ing you that those who instigated this war 
made it a very complex one: they made it « 
wer between the Arabs and the lraniens. 
Are you with the Arabs or with the lrani- 
ans: If you're with the Iranians, are you 
with Islam or ageinst Arab nationalism? 
And the Iranians will tell you, “Are you 
with the right or the wrong? If you're with 


‘the right, then you're with us.” And so on. 


Those who planned this war chose the 
right time and place for it. Even the rumors 
and slogans that accompanied it were well- 
studied. 


The fear of some Arab states, like Seudi 
Arabie, hes prompted them to request 
advanced American arms. Does this... 

This is fear of the results of the war -- 
fear of what will happen if one of the 
two belligerents wins; in the case of Saudi 
Arabia, if tran wins. 

Furthermore, they may say that they 
have bought or asked for these arms, but 
we say that, in practice, all the Gulf area 
is sinking deeper intc American influence, 
either willingly or unwillingly, as a result 
of this war. And the longer the war lasts, 
the more American reinforcements we 
will see in the area. 


How do you evaluate the Soviet posi- 
tion, and how do you think this posi- 
tion may evolve in the event of direct 
U.S. intervention or permanent Ameri. 
can military presence in the area? 


The Soviets are now observing the 
situation, and | believe that their attitude 
is similar to ours. They, like us, regard 
this war as an advantage to the U.S. 

As for what- their position will be, 
this depends on a number of factors, fore- 
most among which is the length of the 
war, 

We must not forget that the Soviet 
Union has a friendship treaty with Iraq 
and has commitments under that treaty. 
At the same time, the Soviet Union, at 
least as far as it is concerned, has good 
relations with the new regime in tran, 
despite the Iranian attacks un it and the 
way the Iranians are equating the Soviets 
and the Americans. 

Given its relations with the two sides, 
the Soviet Union is likely to adopt a 
strong position if the war lasts much 
longer. 











Also, the extent to which the US. 
interferes in this war, either directly or in- 
directly, will determine the Soviet atti- 
tude. 
In short, | believe that the more the 
Soviets fee! that this war is entailing more 
American military presence and influence 
in the area, the more quickly they are 
likely to adopt @ position and make a 
move. 


Isn't it strange that (U.S, Secretary of 


State Edmund) Muskie and (Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei) Gromyko should 
meet and come out with the sole deci- 
sion that the two powers would remain 
reutral? What does this mean? It means 
that the Soviet Union has said that it will 
not interfere if the U.S. does not inter- 
fere. But the two countries’ positions 
differ. The Russians are against this war 
trom beginning to end. The Americans are 
not clearly against it. On the contrary, 
they are indirectly encouraging nt — by 
having their agents incite Iraq to continue 
the war and by having their Asian allies 
send spare parts and war materiel to Iran. 
The US, in other words, is pouring oi! 
on the fire and is by no means being 
neutral. 

On the other hand, we know through 
our contacts with the Soviets that they 
really want this war to end, because they 
see no interest in having it continue. The 
longer the war lasts, the stronger Ameri- 
can presence becomes in the area... 

What do you think the Soviet reac 

tion to this will be? 

| can’t make decisions for the Soviet 
Union, as you know, but | imagine that it 
will do anything if it feels that its inter- 
ests are being threatened. 

When the Soviet Union was asked to 
intervene in Afghanistan, it intervened 
without hesitation. The superpowers have 
taught us that if a certain red line is 
crossed they will make their move regard- 
less. Of course, |'m not equating between 
the U.S. and the Soviets, because | con- 
sider the Soviet Union an anti-imperialist 
power that supports all popular liberation 
movements in the world. 

However, the Soviets have no visible 
interest in the traqi-lranian war, which is 
why they have not been quick to take @ 
position, The U.S. has the means to inter- 
vene. It is present in the Gulf and Saud: 


Arabia, But the Soviet Union is not pre- 
sent. It has friendly relations with iraq, 
and it has @ friendship with Iran which is 
subject to attack by the verious state- 
ments, It is in a difficult position, 


Do you think there is any possibility 
of a direct conflict between the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union in the Geif? 
| say there is a red line for interna 
tional action. | believe that if the wer re- 
mains localized, if it remains limited to 
Iran and Iraq without eny flagrant inter- 
ference by the US., the Soviet position 
will remain unchanged. But if the Soviets 
fee! that the U.S. has crossed the red line, 
— they are capable of doing anv. 
ng. 


No. | view this treaty from a differ- 
ent angle. | consider that it establishes a 
certain balance between Syria and Israel. 
Egypt has withdrawn from the battle. 
tran and iraq are in effect out of the 
battle -- not permanentiy, but for a 
period which | cannot determine. in Tur- 
key, ‘Ye US. is ruling through the 
gene There are bad relations between 
Syrir md Jordan. Syria is under siege, 
and has an extension in Lebanon 
through the Arab Deterrent Forces. 

What do you expect Syria to do in 
these circumstances? It can either with- 
draw into itself and announce its Capitu- 
lation or break the siege through a treaty 
with the Soviet Union. | think Syria did 
the only thing it could do. It had no 
other option. 

So this is not a matter of superpower 
balance; it’s a matter of balance relating 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict. | don't share 
the view expressed in your question. 


Whieh are ths parties which ere bene 

fiting from the Gulf wer, in your 

view, and whieh ere the perties thet 
are being harmed by it? 

All the states in this region are being 
harmed by it. Outside this region, the 
U.S. and Europe are benefiting from the 
war, because this war will guarantee the 
oi! of Iraq and Iran for them as they re- 
build those two nations. The weakness of 








the two belligerents after the war, the ef- 
fects the war will have on the Gulf coun- 
tries — all these things serve the interests 
of the US. and the European states. 

In addition to all the states in this re- 
gion, we, the Palestinians, are among the 
losers in this war. 

We consider the Iraqi army a reserve 
army for us in any battle (with Israel). 
No matter how sharp the differences be 
tween Iraq and Syria, if a battle erupts 
between Syria and Israel, Iraq is bound to 
enter it. This was demonstrated in 1967: 
|\raq is bound to come in, even if it comes 
in late, It was demonstrated in 1973: Iraq 
is bound to come in. 

And then there is the new factor — 
iran. Iran cannot possibly adopt a neutral 
position in any future Arab-Israeli war. 

So we, the Palestinians, are among 
the losers. 


The damage is temporary. it is 
limited to the present and the near 
future — not the distant future. 

When two big nations like Iran and 
Iraq are neutralized, we are bound to be 
harmed. it is true that any people which 
believes in its cause and is willing to go 
on fighting for it as long as it takes will 
eventually win, but where our cause is 
concerned, time is also important. — 

Our assets used to be the presence of 
Egypt, Syria, Iraq— Arab presence in 
general—and the presence of Iran. We 
lost Egypt. Now we have lost Iran and 
Irsq, albeit temporarily. Our assets have 
been diminished. We had been depending 
on all those forces to strike a balance 
between Israe! and its giant allies, special- 
ly the United States, and ourselves. 

Why do we turn to the Soviet Union? 
To compensate for the imbalance thus 
created. 

But the Soviets cannot fight our bat- 
tles. They can help us, but they cannot 
carry our cause for us, and neither | nor 
any Arab would agree to have the Soviets 
liberate our land for us. The Soviets can 
help us to the extent of our presence. But 





if we ere not present, who do they help? 
Ghosts? Hence the importence of our 
own power. 


Judging by what you heave said, the 
Palestinians are being harmed not 
only by the lo*s of Arab end Irani- 
an power but also by the increase 
of American presence in the region. 
Am | right? 

American presence in the region 
affects us, yes. For one thing, it can 
withdraw the political power of oi! from 
our assets. 

Consider how Israel is handling this 
war: It is telling the ‘hat the only 
stable state in the \iddie (ost is Israel, 
and tat the pre ce of israel is not 
the cause of Midd. orn Jastability. It 
is saying: “This on, which has been 
pleced in the hands of juveniles, is the 
root of Middle Eastern instability. You 
Americans and Westerners who are trying 
to settle the Palestinian problem anc 
give the Palestinians a state, look what 
the Arabs are doing to each other! 
Those people cannot be trusted with oil. 
We can.” 

All this is harmful to us, because 
the Europeans and the Americans are 
naive enough to believe that kind of 
argument. | 


What will the Palestinians’ reaction 
be if the Americans succeed in gein- 
ing control of the oil sources? 

Let’s be clear about this: what | 
told you is that one of the surprises of 
this war may be the internaticnalization 
of Middle Eastern oil, in the sense that 
this oi! will no longer be under Arab 
and tranian contro! but will be under 
the control of the U.S., which will argue 
that the Arabs -- their sheikhs and emirs 
and kings and presidents - are not fit to 
bear the responsibility for this oil. 


Should this happen, what will the 

Palestinian reaction be? You have 

said more than once, for instance, 

that you will attack the oil wells or 

the oil routes... 

instead of saying that, | would 
prefer to say that the Arabs and the 
Iranians are capable of reacting more 
strongly. | say we stand with the Arab 
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will win, What epplies to the two des 
applies to those who encourage them. 
The gains thet Jorden may be meking 
will not materialize 

However, our differences with 
Jordan # this stage are Hol over this, 
bul over the matters you mentioned and 
a number of other issues © the failure of 
Jordan to push the dialogue in the direc. 
tron of common political position, the 
avestion of contacts with the people and 
popular mobilization, the matter of 
opening @ PLO information office in Jor. 
dan... We are concerned with bilateral 
relations and have not tried to interfere 


by its repercussions. 

If America Gecides to hit ut because 
of the role we ere playing in trying to 
stop the war, or because of the dictates 
of the settlement it has in mind, it cen 
only hit us through South Lebenon, 
either by occupying new ereat (expand. 
ing Sead Maddad’s enclave) or by strik. 
ing @ blow that it believes can liquidete 
the Palestinian Revolution. 

| beleve that the Americans ere too 
clever to do this while the Guill wer & 
raging. But if the war stops end they 
fee! thet «| has not yielded al! the 
desired results. or for some other reason 


desired resuite. or for some other reson 
(the SyranSowet treaty, for instance, 


Lebanon and wait for Syria's reaction: 
will it intervene or not? If it intervenes, 
they will test its power; if it doesn’t, 
that will be another test of its power. 


So anything that happens in this 
fegion, especially the traqi-lrenian wear, 


will, | Delleve, heave an effect on 
Lebanon We can reduce thet effect by 
‘eaehing «an understanding thet will 
prevent the conflict from becoming 
internal. Confronting on lereeli wer 
against us and the Nationel Movement 
would be much eeser then confront 
img om interne! threat =~ the re 
turn of the Lemenese wer in ite sects 
rian or regions! form or in any other 
form. That is the big danger, and thet is 
the danger we can avoid. 
oh tea art, & Ge pemible effect 
' wer and the 
| treety on 
Where the Syrians are concerned. | 
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| say, however, thet the test of the 
Syrien Soviet Weaty i Mot in Lebenon 
but in Syria, The Weaty cannot be sid 
to heve any effect on Lebanon except in 
* genere! wey ~ morally, od the 
that Syria, heaving gained strength 


by 

treaty, will become more at ease 
Lebenon Syria will decide whether 
to whet extent it should intervene in 
Lebenon or the South in the event of 
is 
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PUBLIC OPINLON POLL TAKEN 






INTER@ARAB AFFALRS 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 20-26 Oct 80 pp 22-27 


lArticle by Claude Khoury] 


[Text] 


day Morning over the past two weeks 
— the first poll of its kind since the 
outbreak of the Lebanese wer in 
1975. 

Questions about the performance 
of President Elias Sarkis and the gov. 
ernment of Premier Hoss, the iden- 
tity of the next President and prime 
minister, the form the next govern: 
ment should take and the possible ef. 
fects of the Gulf wer on Lebanon 
were put to 219 Lebanese men and 
women of all sects, ages and weilks of 
life (see description of sample in 
box) 

Their answers. 

LEBANON'S NEXT PRESIDENT 

Raymond Edde was chosen as 
Lebanon's next President by 46.5 
percent of the sample. 

The next most popular choice, 
former Pres end National 
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time Lebanon got rid of its Maronite 
President tradition. 











inal 


One vote went to businesswoman 
Myrna Bustani, the only women ever 
to serve as a member of the Lebenese 
Parliament. The respondent justified 
his choice with the argument that 
Lebanese men have failed." 

It is noteworthy that the question 
about the next President did not 
include any suggested candidates; the 
respondents were left free to nomi- 
nate their own President. 


The unchallenged victor in this 
mini-election, Raymond Edde, wes 
described by the respondents who 
chose him as “a man who knows 
what he wants,” “a man of action,” 
“a man who is not afraid of any- 
one,’ “a realist,” and “a man who 
retuted t0 eat involved in the fitth of 


Edde ran against President Sarkis 
in 1976. After he lost the election, 


Judging by the results of the poll, 
Edde is a favorite among al! major 
Lebanese sects: 

He was nominated by: 

©42.6 percent of the Maronites 

©62.7 percent of the Sunnites 

©43.7 percent of the Shiites 
©59.26 percent of the Druze 

©26 percent of the Greek 
Orthodox 

Among the Maronites, the next 
most popular candidate was Camille 
Chamoun (11.1 percent), followed 
by Beshir Gemaye! (7.4 percent). 

It is noteworthy that around 11 
percent of the sample refused to 
nominate anyone, explaining that 
they knew of no one worthy of the 
post. 


THE PERFORMANCE OF 
PRESIDENT ELIAS SARKIS 

In response to the question Do 
you think President Sarkis hes done 
all he can to end the Lebanese 
crisis," 60.7 percent said “No” and 
38.3 percent said Yes."’ The rest did 
not answer the question. 

The Maronite respondents were 


he ld in the circum. 
stances. The same answer was given 
by 52.2 percent of the Greek Ortho. 
dox and 42.8 percent of the Pro 


But only 23.5 percent of the 
Catholics, 22.2 percent of the Druze, 
31.25 percent of the Shiites and 30.5 
percent of the Sunnites agreed that 


@The President was wrong not to 
take clear positions against certain 
parties in Lebanon (38.8 percent): 

The President was wrong not to 
make more use of the Lebanese 
Army (24.2 percent); 

@The President was wrong not to 
take some sort of initiative in the 
Arab world and the rest of the 


world to/end the Lebanese crisis 


(18.7 percent), 

Blame for the continuation of 
the Lebanese crisis was also 
cast at: 
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The Arabs (37 percent); 

The Palestinians (33.7 percent); 

eThe Lebanese militias (33,7 
percent), 

eThe Lebanese Parliament (15 
percent). 

Insignificant numbers of respon: 
dents also blamed israel, the United 
States, the West in general and the 
Lebanese people thernselves. 


DELAY IN THE FORMATION 
OF ANEW GOVERNMENT: 

Of the full sample, 63.4 percent 
said President Sarkis was wrong to 
delay the formation of a new govern: 
ment so long. They generally argued 
that the absence of a government 
with full authority was contributing 
to the chaos in the country and leav- 
ing Lebanon without adequate lead. 
ership at a time when the country 
was in urgent need of leadership 

But 32.2 percent said Presicent 
Sarkis was right to delay the forme- 
tion of a new government. These ex. 
plained that (1) the President was re- 
fusing to form a government because 
any government formed now would 
be under ‘external,’ mainiy Arab, 
influence, (2) the President was de- 
laying the formation of the gov- 
ernment because any government he 
could form now would be ineffec- 
tive: (3) the President was not deli. 
berately delaying the formation of a 
government but was being prevented 
from doing so by the conflicting 
Lebanese parties and factions. 

The Maronites were equally divid- 
ed between approval of the delay 
(48.15 percent) and disapproval of it 
(48.15 percent). 

Other sects were predominantly 
ageinst the delay: 

Sunnites: 71.19 percent against, 

27.12 percent in favor 

Shiites: 87.5 percent against, 12.5 
percent in favor 

Druze: 59.25 percent against, 
40.75 percent in favor 

Greek Orthodox: 60.86 percent 
against, 39.14 percent in favor 

Catholics: 64.70 percent against, 
71.73 percent in favor. 


PERFORMANCE OF WOSS 
GOVERNMENT 

The majority of the respondents 
said that the current Hoss govern. 
ment had not done all it could in the 
present circumstances to improve the 
security situation, bring down the 
cost of living of promote national 
accord. 


Security: 67.5 percent of the 
sample said the Hoss government had 
not done well in this field, and 32.5 
percent said it had. 


Cost of living: 75 percent wid 
the Hoss government had not done 
all it could in the circumstances to 
bring the cost of living down, and 25 
percent said it had. 


@Nationa/ accord: 68.5 percent 
said the Hoss government had not 
done everything in its power to work 
for national accord, and 31.5 percent 
said it had. 


Asked whom they blamed for the 
failure of the government to perform 
well, the respondents gave the 
following answers: 

eThe various armed parties in 
Lebanon (66.2 percent) 

@The President of the Republic 
(25 percent) 

@The individual ministers (20 
percent) 

@Premier Selim Hoss (10.5 
percent) 

@Ail of these combined (11.9 
percent) 

Insignificant percentages also 
blamed Foreign Minister Fuad 
Butros, the rightist Phalangist Party 
and the Lebanese people in general. 

These percentages held more or 
less constant among the individual 
sects. 


THE NEXT PRIME MINISTER 

Premier Selim Hoss was the un- 
challenged favorite for the post of 
prime minister of the next Lebanese 
government, with 68 percent of the 
sample voting for him. 
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The next most popular candidate 
was former Premier Takieddin Solh, 
who, however, received the vote of 
only 6.4 percent of the sample. 

Others nominated included form. 
er Premier Rashid Karami (4.1 per. 
cent), Islamic Council President 
Shafik Wazzan (3.6 percent), and 
former Minister Malek Salam (3.2 
percent). 

An insignificant number of 
respondents also nominated former 
Premier Saeb Salam, former Premier 
Amin Hafez, Internal Security 
Forces Director General Ahmad ai- 
Hajj, Reconstruction Board Chair. 
man Mohammed Atallah, and 
Interior Minister Nazem Kadri. 

Around three percent said they 
wanted the next premier to be a 
“military man.” 

Premier Hoss’ popularity was 
evident among al! major sects: 

@He was supported by 51.85 
percent of the Maronites, whose next 
best choice for premier was Taki- 
eddin Solh (18.5 percent). 

@He was supported by 81.35 
percent of the Sunnites, whose next 
best choice was Rashid Karami (8.47 
percent). 

@He was supported by 84.38 
percent of the Shiites. whose next 
best choices were Saeb Salam (3.12 
percent), Rashid Karami (3.12 per. 
cent) and “a military man’ (3.12 
percent). 

@He was supported by 778 
percent of the Druze, whose next 
best choices were Takieddin Solh 
(3.7 percent), Saeb Salam (3.7 per- 
cent) and Amin Hafez (3.7 percent). 

@He was supported by 65.12 
percent of the Greek Orthodox, 
whose next best choice was Shafik 
Wazzan (13 percent). 

@He was supported by 41.36 
percent of the Catholics, whose next 
best choices were Shafik Wazzan 
(11.76 percent) and Malek Salam 
(11.76 percent). 
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THE NEXT GOVERNMENT 

The majority of the respondents 
~ 49.31 percent — voted for a coali 
tion government grouping all parties 
in Lebanon, 

Other choices that emerged were. 

eA military government (15 
percent) 

@A parliamentary government (15 
percent) 

®A government of technocrats 
(13.69 percent) 

Also mentioned by a few 
respondents were ‘any government,” 
“any strong government,” ‘any 
honest government,” ‘a government 
not subject to Arab influence’ and 
“no government. 

With the exception of the Protes. 
tant minority, which was equally 
divided between a coalition govern. 
ment (28.57 percent) and a military 
government (28.57 percent), all sects 
showed a marked preference for a 
coalition government: 

The first two choices of each sect 
were the following: 

Maronites: Coalition (48.14 per. 
cent), military (18.51 percent) 

Sunnites: Coalition (45.78 per. 
cent), technocrat (22 percent) 

Shiites: Coalition (46.87 percent). 
parliamentary (21.87 percent) 

Druze: Coalition (62.96 percent), 
military (14.82 percent) 

Greek Orthodox: Coalition 
(66.53 percent), military (26 per. 
cent) 

Catholics: Coalition (47 percent), 
parliamentary (17.64 percent). 

It is noteworthy that whereas the 
coalition, parliamentary and 
technocrat formulas were mentioned 
as possible choices in the ques- 
tionnaire, ‘military government” 
was not listed. Those who chose it 
added it unprompted to the multiple 
choice list provided. 
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WAR ON LEBAN 

— appeared to be general 
ferment among the responden 

that the war between Iraq and ren 

would do Lebanon more harm than 

good. 

The respondents said the Gulf war 
would harm Lebanon by: 

@Starting proxy battles in the 
country (49 percent); 

@Diverting attention from the 
Lebanese problem and therefore 
delaying its solution (38.35 percent); 

®Delaying the solution of the 
Palestinian problem, and therefore 
the solution of the Lebanese prob- 
lem (29.22 percent). 


THE EFFECTS OF THE GULF 
ON 
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The respondents said the war 
could benefit Lebanon by: 

@Diverting the routes of Iraqi and 
Saudi oil back to Lebanon (19.17 
percent); 

eForcing the superpowers to 
speed up efforts to find a solution 
for the Middle East problem (14.15 
percent) 

@Relieving the international 
pressure on Lebanon by creating an 
other major trouble spot (6.39 per. 
cent); 

@increasing the flow of Gulf 
funds into Lebanese banks as Arab 
businessmen try to get their money 
out of the new trouble spot (2.73 
percent). 























INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


EUROPEAN INITIATIVE TOWARD ARABS CRITICIZED, SCRUTINIZED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 18 Oct 80 pp 36-39 


/Article by Samir ‘Atallah: "The Arab Gamble on Burope: From Behind the Rifle to 
the Venice Summit"/ 


/Text/ In Paris in 1961, bombs were exploding before everyone who called for 
Algerian independence, The Boulevard of the Champs Elysees was full of troops and 
armored vehicles, as it was on the eve of the German invasion, in the fear that 
paratroops and generals who wanted to overthrow DeGaulle before he agreed to inde- 
pendence would strike; the newspapers--all the newspapers--were talking about the 
Arabe with resentment; and the Arabs coming to France could be numbered on the fing- 
ers of one's hand. 





Paris was drenched in the blood of Algerians and it was bearing--and still does 
bear--the effects of the Suez war and Bizerte on its face. French relations with 
the eastern countries, eastern countries of all kinds, were tense or broken. There 
were almost daily demonstrations against the french on the streets of Damascus, 
Beirut and Cairo. 


London's situation was not much better. There were the harbingers of revolution 

in Aden and there was the shadow of Suez and Eden's defeat in the canal. There 

was “abd-al-Nasir's daily war against “the English,” In brief, all Europe was non- 
existent in the Arab world. Conversely there was no Arab presence in Europe. There 
were no relations. West Germany was still giving Israel billions in aid in repara- 
tions for the war. 


In brief, “greater Europe, including Italy and the bitter memories it had left in 
Libya were still a symbol of a long stage of colonialism, the mandate, Sykes-Picot 
and the Balfour declaration. 


The Americans, in their turn, tried to benefit from the new situation. The 
“vacuum” left by the departure of the British and the French, as far as America 
was concerned, was a golden opportunity to become “number one" in the region, after 
the Suez war had emphasized for the first time “on the ground" that oil was the 
steam of modern industry and that the major countries would turn into villages 
without it under martial law. 


However, the egregious American error was to repeat the egregious European error. 
Wasiington tried to come in by the same door from which Europe had left, that is, 
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the door of tveaties and alliances. John Foster Dulles was obsessed by the fear 
of Communism, and he saw an invisible red flag in the vanguard of every national 
movement, After the hot war in Suez the Arab world found iteelf getting into the 
cold wer from all the outlets channels and seas surrounding it, after the Sixth 
Fleet had "mobilized itself" in the Mediterranean--while Peter the Great's dreams 
of "warm water" were inspiring Nikita Khrushchev. 


Thus the Arabs turned in two directions. Europe was in no way in either. "abd-al 
Nasir looked for weapons and found them only in the east. He looked for banners 
for the High Dam and found them only in the east. Before Algeria became independ- 
enc in the Maghreb, the union between Syria and Egypt occurred. Then there oc- 
curred another national evolution, with the Ba'th Party's advent to power in Iraq 
and Syria. Then there occurred the major evolution, that is, the 1967 war. 


From the 1967 war there arose a long-term invisible victory: after 5 June the 
Palestinian cause in practice stopped depending on Syria and Egypt. With the occu- 
pation of the West Bank, Gaza and the Golan Heights, The Palestinian cause, again, 
in reality, was no longer just a Palestinian cause, and the 1967 fiasco was not 
just a military fiasco. 


Thus, in addition to the genesis of the Palestinian revolution--which, in a short 
time, would involve the whole world in its cause--the whole Arab world was looking 
for a role in repelling the defeat, and bitterness grew with each passing day. 

The Arabs found that Israel's victory ultimately was an American victory and that 
in Egypt's defeat lay a sort of Soviet deficiency. 


In 1967, in terms of the Arabs, Burope was either isolated or nevtral. Britain had 
left South Yemen but retained a somewhat diffidenr presence in the Gulf through old 
treaties. As for France, the Arab world was on the list of its commercial concerns 
but not on the political list. 


The Boycott and che Mirage 


As regards Europe, also, the June war was to change the political balance vis a-vis 
the Arab world, or at least it was to be the beginning of a change. In Paris, 
DeGaulle imposed a military boycott on Israel, which had raided Egypt's defenses 
with Mirages. In London, for the first time since 1956, the British Foreign Of- 
fice was searching for a political balance and was devising Resolution 242, call- 
ing for evacuation from “occupied Arab territories," without recognizing, or re- 
ferring to, the Palestinian people. Directly after that, France and Britain called 
for the firet time for a big powers’ club for “quadrilateral talks," again in the 
United States; these talks gave birth to the mission of Gunnar Jarring, then ex- 
pired before the mission expired. 


Aside from the results, and even aside from the importance of the European role, 
this stage was in any event the start of the European return to the Arab world-. 
first, by a route in opposition (though at the outset parallel) to the American 
path, and second through a door wholly different from that through which it had 
exited in the late fifties and early sixties. 


Thus any evaluation of modern European-Arab relations will perforce start with 
1967, whether on che official, commercial, or ofl level, or on the media level, 

















in which the Palestinian revolution played the catalytic or transformational role 
when the European papere in countries whose media had been purely Israeli started 
to listen to, then write, chen in large part turn in sympathy. 

These relations gradually escalated until they reached their climax at che Venice 
Summit, that 1@, the summit the European leaders held expressly to issue their 
famous "declaration" on the Palestinian revolution, along with the separate declar- 
ation on...Lebanon, 


With the Venice summit, numerous questions and queries arose openly, implicitly 
and secretly on the levels of leaders, revolutionaries and the people. 


Is Europe really on our side? 
Is the European initiative a backup for Camp David? 
Are the Europeans really able to adjust the balance the Americans have disrupted’ 


Is the source of European support just fear over oil? Is it due to arms sales? 
Is it due to trade? 


Ie it strategic, that is, due to the mediation which is a European extension to 
the Arab east and the Maghreb together? 


Is it sincere? 


Is it capable of persevering in the face of detente or agreement between the Amer- 
icans and the Soviets? 


Finally, do we need it? 


The answer to all these questions is yes. 





However, there is need for details, many details: SEuropean-Arab relations are not 
as complex as they seem, but they are also not as simple as they sometimes seem. 

It is true that the spirit of colonialism disappeared of its own accord, it is true 
that contemporary Europe no longer admits a colonial psychology, even from within, 
and it is true that there is a strategic relationship and perhaps even geographical- 
ly common interests (as contrasted with the United States and the Soviet Union), 

but it is also true that there is a difference, mentally, intellectually and soci- 
ally, which will keep the West west and the East east, or two or three easts, in 

the essential view of things. 


Whether European policy is organically linked to American policy, as Arab pessi- 
mists say in the face of despair and doubts, or is independent or wants independ- 
ence, as the optimists say in the face of good tidings, one can deal with European 
policy toward the Arab world only in the context of the American position. If 
Europe really is independent, it can thus constitute an instrument of pressure on 
Washington while, if it is not, it can still constitute an instrument for making 
the Americans conscious of an area whose sweet and bitter side the Europeans know. 
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From 1967 to 1973 


Some people consider that while the 1967 war constituted a shift in the European 
position toward the Arabs, the October war recorded a Buropean shift vis-a-vis 

the American position toward the Arabs. The strangled victory in October put 
Europe before three new facts: first, that Israel was not a country which could 
not be defeated; second, that the Arabe were able to win; third, that oil was being 
transformed from a vital commodity to a weapon--and a remedy. 


For the first time the strangled victory and the oil victory placed the Arabs in a 
position of strength. In addition, the new position led to the convening of the 
Geneva Conference, which still is in suspense. It also for the first time led to 
the issuance of an official weclaration by Gerald Ford's administration announcing 
that there was a "reappraisal" of American policy toward Israel. 


In brief, this "reappraisal" regressed and became step-by-step, then piece-by- 
piece, although in Sinai alone, in an obvious attempt to strip the Arab world away 
from Egypt. When Carter's administration came, there was at the beginning a tend- 
ency to get the big powers to take part in “peace talks on the Middle East"--indeed 
Alfred Atherton, Carter's special envoy to the region in 1978, stated that Resolu- 
tion 242 constituted a comprehensive settlement, whether it was applied in toto or 
not applied at all. Washington's desire to get the participation of the Soviets 
and Europe led to the issuance of a statement in October 1977 by Andrei Gromyko, 
and the American secretary of state at that time, Cyris Vance, reiterating the ac- 
ceptance of general principles for a settlement and an invitation for a followup on 
the Geneva Conference under the chairmanship of the two parties. 


However, the Geneva Conference, which put Europe at rest and gave it a new breath, 
was soon replaced by Camp David, that is, first of all the departure of the Soviets 
and second of all the Europeans from all attempts at a settlement, not to speak, 
naturally, of the departure of the Palestinians and the Arabs. 


Some Arabs consider that Europe was in agreement, if only implicitly, or at least 
at the beginning, with Camp David. However, the Europeans deny it. Some say that 
Europe opposed it from the beginning, not because of an impulsive rush toward the 
Arabs but because it knew that the new American policy would increase the aliena- 
tion between Europe and America itself at a time when the Europeans were trying 
to reduce the number of problems at dispute between the old continent and the 

new one. 


The Buropeans are not calling for a position more supportive of the Arabs, but 
since 1967 they certainly have wanted a position more balanced than the American 
one. They felt that it was in their ability to adopt such a position, first, be- 
cause of the historic and economic relations with the Arab world and secondly be 
cause the European elections are not decided by the Jewish voter or by Jewish in- 
fluence like the American ones. Europe did not say that it would go to the point 
of demanding the disappearance of Israel in supporting the Arabs, but it was not 
prepared to support Israel in the occupation of Arab territories either. In the 
last volume of his memoirs, DeGaulle relates that he once told Ben Gurion, “France 
is ready to help you survive but it is not ready to supply you with the means 
which will enable you to invade new territories." 
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it ie not known to what extent the French position reflecte the positions of the 
other Buropean counteles, Nowever, it te certain at least that the European group 
ie now acting through one body, the "Council of European Political Cooperation," 
whieh wae established in the early seventies, In May 1971 the foreign minteters of 
the European etates (eix at that time) "accepted" a report from the “political com- 
mittee’ spelling out @ common position on the Arab-Ieraeli conflict. In general 
the report reiterated the elemente which are included in Resolution 242, in-cluding 
withdrawal from the occupied territories (with minor adjustments), the call for 
“secure borderr” (that is, borders supported by international guarantees and demil- 
itarized sones subject to ii ternational supervision), and a solution to the problem 
of “the refugees” and the problem of #ehipping in the Gulf of al-'Aqabah and the 
Suez Canal. 


Although there was no new element in the report, it seemed like a Buropean attempt 
at an initiative to put pressure on Lerael regarding the occupied territories. 
While che Arab states welcomed the initiative, Ierael hastened to declare that the 
European family had no right to interfere in the Middle East question. 


Then offictal Burope issued a statement on 6 November 1973 calling on Israel to 

“and the occupation it had been carrying out since the 1967 war" and said that “in 
the event of the attainment of a just permanent peace, the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people would have to be taken into consideration.” Although the state- 
ment wae very far from satisfying any Palestinian or Arab demand, some people in- 
terpreted it as a European turning point toward the Arabs as a result of the October 
wart and the ofl embargo. However, the fact ie that it was ea reaffirmation of pre- 
vious statements and United Nations resolutions. 


However, the October war, to repeat again, actually led to the establishment of an 
Arab- European dialogue for the first time, that is, for the first time in the con- 
text of the Arab world collectively and for the first time in the context of Europe 
collectively as well. One of che forms of this dialogue is what was officially 
called the “Arab-Buropean dialogue" in 1974 between the Arab League and the European 
family. Although bileteral relations were and still are much stronger than what 
the dialogue between the two “families” has come up with, it did include @ number 
of economic issues as well as trade, scientific and technological cooperation and 
cultural and social exchanges. Only the issue of energy was officially excluded 
from the agenda. It was agreed that each side would issue a statement on the sub- 
ject of the Arab-Israeli struggle after returning home. 


In the firet official document in this regard, issued in May 1976 in Luxembourg, 
the two parties stressed that it was necessary that the legitimate rights of the 
Palestine people be recognized as a precondition for a just permanent peace. The 
Common Market iseved a reminder of its statement issued in November 1973 while 

the Arab party called for the Liberation Organization to participate in all negoti- 
actions on a settiemenc. In similar corresponding statements, the Europeans con- 
demned the settlement policy which Israel was pursuing and stressed their opposi- 
tion to any changes in the status of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 


However, in exchange, “official” Europe continued to refuse to acknowledge the 
Liberation Organization and rejected the Arab demand that the preferential trade 
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agreement they had concluded with Lerael in 1975 be suspended until the latter 
withdrew from the occupied Arab territories, 


From “Refugees” to “a People" 


Although the Buropean “shift” wae important, it was aleo gradual, tentative and 
slow. Ln 1967, the Palestinians were referred to in the British-made Resolution 
242 ae “refugees.” Thies position changed in 1973 with talk about the “legitimate 
righte” of the Palestinian people. Mention of « Palestinian “national home" did 

not appear until 29 June 1977 in @ Lengthy statement issued by the Buropean 

Council which etreseed that the national homeland wae a precondition but aleo called 
for the acceptance of “secure recognized boundaries for lereel." 


Satiatfied as the Arabs were with the policy of balance chosen by the Buropeans, they 
aleo felt chat this balance was restricting Buropean eteps to a large extent and 
benefiting the Arab cause to a small extent. Although there ise a serious conviction 
that the Europeans really are sincere as regards the rights of the Palestinian 
people, there is a corresponding conviction that Burope is unable to depart from 
general American policy. Otherwise, how can one interpret the stand in favor of 
Palestinian rights and at the same time the salutation to Carter for “great courage” 
in arranging the Camp David agreements? 


The European "predicament" appeared clearly in the wake of Camp David, because, in 

spite of the “salutation,” the market's foreign ministers seem to have exerted un- 

remitting effort at the same time to point out that “the agreement must not consti- 
tute @ separate peace" but should be a first step toward a comprehensive peace “to 
which the representatives of all, including the Palestinian people, will agree, 

and which the international family will approve.” 


About a year after that, the Europeans drew back again, although slightly, from 
American policy. In June 1979 the market foreign ministers issued a statement de 
claring that the Security Council resolutions met be the basis for any settlement, 
and they condemned “any step or statement which could obstruct peace,” thus refer 
ring to the Israeli occupation and settlement policy. 


Rather than content themselves with standing on the sidelines of American policy 
in the region, the Europeans saw in the results left by the Camp David treaty an 
opportunity to carry out a special European initiative, and many of them did not 
hide the fact that Europe was waiting for the failure of the autonomy talks, or, 
more correctly, the announcement of this failure, to carry out ite initiative. 
There is a conviction on the part of a large number of Europeans that Buropean 
diplomacy alone is qualified to perform such a role. It is said that the British 
told the Americans at one stage that they knew the affaire of the region better 
than Washington and that it was up to Wash‘ngton to leave them to create the solu- 
tions and get out of the stagnation which hed existed since the Geneva conference. 


Although the French have overtly gone farther than the English have in leaning to- 
ward the Arab world, the British have in reality been insisting for some time on 
amending Resolution 242 to include the rights of the Palestinian people. Although 
they have not yet ventured to propose the amendment officially, the former British 
representative to the United Nations, Sir Ivor Richards, said in the Security 


24 








Counetl debate in 1976 that any settlement in the Middle Bast would have to be 
founded on three considerations, and that the third consideration, that te, 
Palestinian rights, was not included in Resolution 242, In hie speech he called 
for ceference to the Palestinian identity to be added to Resolutions 242 and 334 
(which wae lesved after the October war), but Britain again abstained from voting 
on the drafts of resolutions affirming the rights of the Palestinian people (27 
January and 29 June 1976) because these drafte did not refer to the other sections 
of Resolution 242, that is, the secure boundaries and eo forth. 


In epite of ite ineletence on stating that the definition of the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people ie a matter subject to negotiation, the British govern: 
ment accepted the principle of “a Palestinian national homeland.” Former foreign 
minieter David Owen declared before the House of Commons in March 1979 chat the 
“national homeland’ must be part of the comprehensive settlement and said that 
“autonomy on the Weet Bank and Gaza" was the first step toward that. 


It appears that Mre Thatcher's position is not very different from the Lebor post- 
tion. Like the Laborites, she welcomed Camp David, but considered the treaty "just 
@ partial etep toward a comprehensive settlement and a solution of the Palestinian 
problem.” This, as the foreign minister, Lord Carrington, said on 22 May 1979, is 
“the heart of the problem." 


The British consider that the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan has underlined 
the need to hasten to arrive at a solution to the Arab-Israeli struggle. 


During the tour Lord Carrington made of the region this year, he discovered that 
Arab officials were prepared to cooperate with the West in the face of “the common 
challenge,” but was also “surprised” that the Arabs made such cooperation condition- 
al to the maximum degree on the progress which could be attained in the context of 
a solution. At that time it was stated that Lord Carrington returned from hie Arab 
tour convinced that it was necessary to hasten to amend Resolution 242, while the 
secretary of estate for foreign affairs, Vord Douglas Heard, declared “We are study- 
ing with our European partners whether there is a means by which it will be pos- 
sible for European countries to improve opportunities for attaining a settlement." 
He pointed out that such a step might lie in filling the “void" in Resolution 242, 
which refers to the Palestinians as refugees, “because the Palestinians have rights 
far more advanced than that, and we consider that the Security Council must recog- 
nize those rights." 


The Right of Self-Determination 


If an initiative of that sort occurs, the French will certainly be Britain's major 
partners in it. There is no doubt that the French were ahead of che British, as 
they were ahead of other Europeans, in suppprting the Palestinian cause; in this 
sphere theirs has been the loudest market country voice in criticizing Camp David, 
once in an official statement issued by the council of ministers, another time in 
the words of Raymond Barre, and several times in the worde of the foreign minister 
Jean Francois Poincet. During the Arab tour French President Giscard D'Estaing 
made this year, he emphasized that the Palestinian problem was not one of refugees 
but was one of a people who must enjoy che right of self determination within the 
context of a just comprehensive peace. In Giscard D'Estaing's position, which 
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firet appeared in a joint declaration Lesued in Kuwait, then was repeated in the 
reat of the vielt, Western newspapers saw a basic shift in the BRuropean position, 


This te because at that time the phrase “self-determination" appeared for the firet 
Cime to a diplomatic document signed by France. It implicitly transcended the is- 
sue of a “national homeland” and supported che establishment of an independent 
Palestinian estate, One should bear in mind that France had previously voted for 
international resolutions containing the same principle, as Abu ‘Ammar pointed out 
in hie comment on the subject, 


Nowever, the right of self determination, in spite of its significance, ie not 
everything. There is a conviction on the part of Arab officials that there ie a 
conviction on the part of Buropeans, from Parise to The Netherlands--naturally pro- 
ceeding through Luxembourg, which has assumed charge of the latest European move- 
mente--that che right of self determination, national homeland and the Palestinian 
state are matters which have been settled. 


The dispute is over who will exercise the self-determination and who this state 

will be. Here, precisely, Buropean policy once again is the captive of American 
policy, or, more accurately, it falle prey to the schizophrenia it has not been 

able to rid iteelf of. 


Last year for the first time the Buropeans, in their “Arab position,” went to the 
point of naming the Liberation Organization. That happened for the first time in 
the speech which the foreign minister of Ireland delivered before the United Nations 
in the name of the European family, then was repeated in the speeches given by other 
European ministers. 


However, Burope named the organization diffidently considering it a “partner” in 

the settlement not a representative of the Palestinian people. Even in the "Venice 
declaration,” the organization remained “a partner," as far as Europe was concerned. 
This made a number of Palestinian leaders reject the initiative, in spite of their 
conviction that it constituted a sincere step on Burope's part, whatever the motives 
and causes. 


Between Diplomacy and the Combatants 


While some Arab leaders “understand” the European “limit” or “restrictions,” others 
simply state that while the politicians understand Burope's situation, how can it 
be explained to the combatants? Either Europe is with us to a specific point or 

it ie not. 


In other words, more simply, how can Willi Brandt meet with the head of the Libera- 
tion Organization in his capacity as “the head of international socialiem,” but not 
as a leader of the ruling Democratic Party in West Germany, or, more accurately, as 
a former German chancellor? How can France accept a Liberation Organization office 
in Parise and receive Abu al-Lutf, the foreign minister of the organization, then be 
afraid of receiving Abu ‘Ammar? 
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Ie EBuropean support just verbal, then? 


Some Ruropeans admit this, but, ae one of Glecard D'EBetaing's companions on the 
French president's vieit to Abu Dhabi said, "Talk about politics and international 
relations ie also important." 


That te to say, talk in some cases is a position. It seems that what Burope te 
afraid of, or #0 at least some of ite politicians say, is that if they go far in 
supporting the Arab policy which rejects the Camp David policy, that will cause ic 
to lose ite influence in carrying out an initiative, and there is no doubt also 
that there is a split among the Buropeans in viewing the matter, or more precisely 
in the treatment of it, although the market countries ultimately anticipate a 
united political statement. 


The French position is different, without a doubt, from the British one, and the 
British position te different from the Dutch one. The position of the Europeans 
who belong to the market is different from the position of the Europe which is etill 
outeide ic. Austria ie an inseparable part of Europe, as is Spain. The two have 
gone to the point of officially recognizing the organization and receiving Abu 
‘Ammar as the chief of a state while Greece, for example, which has not recognized 
Israel, still is hesitant to take Arab steps because it is a candidate for entering 
into the market. 


In fact, during his visit to [erael a few days ago, the foreign minister of 
Luxembourg, Gaston Thorn (chairman of the current session of the Common Market 
Council), met the mayors and Arab leaders in the occupied territories and heard 
them inform him that the Liberation Organization was the sole legitimate represent- 
ative. However, Thorn's response during the meeting did not go beyond the stipula- 
tion contained in the Venice declaration--the declaration which was behind his 
visit--although he dwelt on the existence of disputes between Europe and Israel. 

At the end of Thorn's visit Menachem Begin issued a declaration in which he said 
that “since the Venice conference, Israel no longer considers Europe an objective, 
independent partner." 


This is true. 


Between 1967 and 1980 Europe no longer has been a partner of Israel's. Between 
the American position, which rejects the Liberation Organization, the national 

homeland and the right of self-determination, and the European position, which 

recognizes the three, there is a vast distance. There certainly also is a vast 
distance between the positions of Spain and Paris. 


However, there is another fact, which is that the “difference” in European positions 
is etill far better than the American position, bearing in mind that what is re- 
quired by this party, the Arab party, is not just who is rotating around che thresh- 
ing floor; what is required rather is the wheat. 


11887 
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INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


PROPOSAL FOR ARAB TRANSPORT, TOURISM 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 11 Oct 80 pp 16-19 


[Text] During the last two decades, the Arab world has been experiencing a rapid 
transformation in its structure as a whole, be it on the political, economic, or 
social levels. The economic and social changes registered have led to the 
improvement of certain fields of activity in the region. 


Thus, the means of transportation and communications have been developing along- 
side tourism, trade and other economic activities. For this reason, the potential 
importance of Arab tourist activities has attracted the attention of both the 
tourism and transport industry and proposals to plan and improve these activities 
have been coming from various sources. 


Air Transport 


Between 1966 and 1976, Arab air transport activities have increased at an annual 
rate of 16 percent, when the annual increase in the world in general was 11 per- 
cent. 


Tn an interview with the AL NAHAR ARAB & INTERNATIONAL weekly edition, the general 
manager of the Lebanese airlines company Middle East Airlines (MEA) said he esti- 
mated that, during the next ten years, Arab air transport will still have an 
annual increase of 15 percent, compared to the projected 9 percent for the world 
at large. 


The high rate of increase of the Arab air transport operations is supported by 

the equally growing tourist services. AL NAHAR reported that the percentages, 

as far as passenger movement is concerned, were the following: 44 percent between 
an Arab country and a European country; 34 percent between two Arab countries, and 
the remaining 22 percent between the Arab world and other parts of the world. 


These figures demonstrate that most of the Arab airlines’ activities are with the 
outside world (66 percent), while only 34 percent are inter~Arab activities. 

The report added that there had been some neglect as far as linking together the 
major Arab airports was concerned. 


There are 29 major Arab airports, and air services between them average 9.45 
lines, instead of the expected 28 routes each airport should have established 
with the remaining 28 airports. 
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Proposals 


In order to promote the development and improvement of inter-Arab air services, 
the report suggested the following measures: 


1. To encourage Arab nationale to visit various Arab countries by: 


a. launching campaigns which would introduce the various countries to potential 
visitors 


b. to facilitate travel arrangements by canceling entry fees or speeding up the 
entry process 


c. to improve airport services, especially the baggage claim section 


d. to improve car rental operations so that a tourist who lands in one country 
could easily move about and to neighbouring countries by car. 


e. to construct highways linking Arab cities to the main historical and touristic 
sites 


f. to improve industries that cater to tourists: hotels, furnished apartments, 
camping sites and youth centers and hostels. 


g. to organize tourist attractions, musical, cultural, etc 





h. to develop touristic, historical and sports centers 
i. to encourage the holding of trade fairs by providing the necessary facilities. 


2. To encourage airlines companies to open new flights between the various Arab 
cities 


3. To help airlines companies expand their operations and offer better services 
to their passengers 


4. To ask airlines companies to lower air fares, this would be compensated by 
the profits realized through the increase of air flights and passengers. 


Moreover, the report underlines the importance of introducing charter flights for 
middle and short distances, because it would attract a new social stratum whose 
limited income make regular fares inaccessible to them. 


Charter Flights 


A study made by the secretariat general of the Arab Federation of Tourism has 
come up with the following conclusions as far as chartered air transport is 
concerned: 
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1. The reduced air fares currently applied by regular airlines are still too 
expensive for the average Arab citizen 


2. The principle followed of pricing air tickets on the aseumption that the plane 
will be half-full leads to high prices 


3. Chartered air transport is an important means to develop Arab touriem and 
has a market which differs from that of the regular airlines. It would not 
compete with the latter, especially insofar as long-distance flights are concerned 


4. Tourctem and business in general would be promoted if certain necessary facili- 
ties were provided for on chartered air flights 


5. Current regular air fares in the Arab world are relatively more expensive 
than those practiced in Europe and other parts of the world. Therefore, the 
introduction of charter air services would lower the rates. 


Land Transport 


Land transportation has remained the most popular form of travel in the Arab world, 
both inside a country and from one country to the other. One of the main reasons 
for this is the fact that airports are located only in major cities and this does 
not attract passengers from towns located far from the city. 


More than 3 million Arabs travel each year from one Arab country to the other by 
car. This has prompted a project agreement for the creation of an Arab Associa- 
tion of international Auto Transport. The association is expected to offer high- 
way facilities to travellers from one Arab state to the other. 


Railroad transportation is limited because of the lack of up to date railways 
between major Arab cities. The secretary general of the Arab Federation of 
Tourism, Mr Abdel Rahman Abu Rbah was quoted by AL NAHAR as saying that Arab 
efforts to establish modern networks of railroads in the Arab countries would 
bring about economic and social developments to the areas. The railroads 
could be used for tourist and trade purposes. 


Recommendations carried by the AL NAHAR report for improving land transport in 
general are the following: 


l. To hold an international meeting between Arab and European experts represent- 
ing the tourism industry, the car industry and clubs in order to promote and 
organize automobile tourism in the Arab countries 


2. To call on the Arab League's Company of Arab Land Transport to implemented 
needed improvements in order to promote tourist and trade activities and exchanges 
between the various Arab countries. [as published] 


Maritime Transport 


Maritime transport does not play an effective role in the development of tourism 
in the Arab countries. Only recently has there been some efforts to promote 








this means of transportation, AL NAHAR points out to a neglect on the part of 
the Arab official authorities in promoting and helping maritime companies. 


The report says that the establishment of an Arab cruise ship company, with car 
transport services, would do much to help increase both maritime and land trane- 
port activities between the various Arab countries. 


In conclusion, the report said that the social and economic changes that are 
taking place in the Arab world are leading to an increase in touristic activi- 
ties which, in turn, require the development of means of transportation, on the 
inter-Arab scale. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


STATUS OF MOSLEMS IN CHINESE TURKESTAN REVIEWED 
Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 31 Aug 80 p 14 
/Article by Lain MacKenzie: "The Moslems in Communist China Do Not Believe in God"/ 


/Text/ Islam is showing new vitality in China, but there are questions about its 
future in a Communist country where the older generation of believers is disappear- 
ing from life. 


During the past 2 years, a number of mosques have been reopened, but government 
policy in this regard is linked to the need to improve the conditions of the 
domestic minorities in China and the country's reputation abroad. Chinese Moslems 
still lack any connec.ion worth mentioning to the outer world, and the events in 
Iran and Afghanistan have not had any effect worth mentioning on them. 





In the Zingiang area situated in the far weet of China, Su Mutung, the superintend 
ent of minorities and the senior official in charge of religious affairs, said: 


"During the Cultural revolution, Moslems were beaten for going to mosques, but now 
the government has resumed applying its former policy (on religious matters) and 
has prepared mosques. This however does not mean that there is an increase in the 
number of believers." 


The areas which comprise the greatest accumlations of original Moslems are the 
Xinang Ughur region, which enjoys autonomy, in the far west of the country, the 
neighboring Jansu area, and the (Nankhiahiah) area adjacent to Jansu and Inner 
Mongolia. 


These three areas contain about 9.4 million persons who are considered tradition- 
ally to be Moslems, out of a total population of 23.7 million, while about 3.6 
“original Moslems” live in various areas of China, according to a document pub- 
lished by she Chinese Islamic Society for an international Islamic conference held 
in Pakistan early this year. 


One can describe “original Moslems" as Moslem people who follow Islamic customs 
in such matters as eating, drinking and life styles and belong to groups which em- 
braced Islam in the past but are not necessarily devout followers of the Islamic 
creed. 
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In the Kinglang area, for example, the following minorities are considered to be 
traditional Moslem groups: 


Bughur /ate; probably Vighur/: 5.7 million persons, 
Kazakhe: 800,000. 

(Hawise): 500,000, 

Kirghiz: 100,000, 

Tajike: 23,000, 

Uzbeks: 7,000, 

Tatars: 3,000, 


Su Mu-tung, member of the Committee of Minorities and Religious Affairs, said that 
it is difficult to estimate the number of devout followers in the region. 


He stated, "It is truly difficult to determine the number of true believers because 
faith in religion is a private matter which does not concern the state." 


"Abdallah al-Hajj, the imam of the (furin lin) mosque in Urumqi, estimated the nun- 
ber of true believers at roughly more than 700,000 Moslems out of an "original 
Moslem’ population of 7 million. If this estimate is approximately correct, and 
reflects the situation in other areas of the country, the actual number of devout 
Mosiens in China is close to 1.3 million. The overwhelming majority of the Chinese 
Moslems are Sunnites; in addition there is a small percentage of Shiites. 


Su Mu-tung said that according to last year's statistics, the number of mosques in 
the Xingiang region totalled 5,000 and the average number of people praying in 
each totalled 140, 


"In its abovementioned document, the Islamic Society said that the number of 
mosques in Xingiang totals 1,900, but there has been no explanation for this con- 
tradiction," 


‘Abdallah al-Hajj said that the number of people praying in the (furin lin) mosque 
more than doubled during the past 2 years, that is, reaching the figure of 300 
people praying on Fridays. He said that the city of Urumqi itself contains 34 
mosques while the town of Kinqiang, close to the Soviet borders, has more than 120 
mosques. 


The number of Moslems in the Jansu area adjacent to the northern Xinqiang area 
comes to about 1.14 million out of a total population of 18.94 million, according 
to statistics on the area and Islamic Society figures. 


The original Moslems consist of (Hawis) and (Dunfis) along with several thousand 
(baos), Kazakhs and a few Uighurs. 
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The capital of the area has two mosques. People in charge of the larger of the 
two, which ie built of red brick and wae constructed at the site of a smaller 
mosque destroyed during the Culcural Revolution, said chat work on the construction 
of thie mosque began this year and it ie to be completed next October, 


The persons in charge of thie mosque aleo added that 500 persons go to the mosque 
for the Friday prayer out of a total of about 2 million inhabitants in the city of 
Lanzu and ite surrounding area. 


The officials in the area said that there are other mosques in the villages and 
rural areas in regione inhabited by Moslems, but these officials have no idea of 
the number of these mosques. 


The inhabitants of (Nantihia), situated to the Bast of the Jiansu area, number 
more than 3.6 million, one-third of whom are Moslems descended from the (Hawi) 
people. 





The Nanxia region is still considered closed to foreign visitors, but there is no 
reason to believe that the position of the local authorities in this region concern- 
ing religion is very different from that of the authorities in the neighboring 
Jiansu. 


Inner Mongolia, where the original inhabitants are considered traditionally Lamists, 
has 28,000 Moslems, most of whom are (Hawi), according to the imam of the two big 
mosques in the regional capital of Huhut. 


The imam said that a number ranging from 700 to 800 persons comes to perform the 
Friday prayer in the mosque, which was reopened in July of last year, having been 
closed in 1966 during the Cultural Revolution. He said that more than 700 people 
frequent the other mosque in the town. 


The Chinese Islamic Society says that there are also 50,000 Moslems and eight 
mosques in the old town of Zian located in the Shienjin region and 160,000 Moslems 
and two mosques in the capital, Beijing. 


However, it seems that the figures for Zian and Beijing concern original Moslems 
rather than true believerr. The Dong Si mosque in Peking, for example, has about 
1,000 persons performing prayers during the most important religious occasions. 


Article 46 of the current Chinese constitution says “Citizens have the freedom to 
believe in religion and the freedom not to believe in the call to atheism," 


This provision compares with the provision of Article 88 of original 1954 consti- 
tution, which states "The citizens of the People's Republic of China enjoy freedom 
of religion." 


However, the constitutional guarantees of freedom of religion were perverted dur- 
ing the Maoist Cultural Revolution in 1966, when mosques, shrines and churches 
were closed and desecrated on many occasions, religious personages were abused and 
devout followers of religions were persecuted. 











Chinese Moslems admit that they were more mistaken than the followers of other re- 
ligions during the 10 years of the Cultural Revolution, because of the deep-rooted 
nature of Ielam in the region. 


However, the mosque were closed, the devout were beaten, and members of Islamic 
secte were forced to abandoned their traditional customs. Su Mu-tung said that 
imame in the Xinqiang area were forced to raise pigs and eat pork during the 
Cultural Revolution, and they later lost their religious status as a result of that. 


Stories are also told about imams who were forced to go about the streets with pig 

heads hanging from their necks. A Moslem from Kaxgar says that the mosques in that 
great Asiatic city were closed in 1966 and turned into shops, stores and warehouses 
during the Cultural Revolution. 


The main mosque in the town of Hubut, whose history goes back 200 years and whose 
appearance from the outside is still in good shape, was saved from destruction dur- 
ing the Cultural Revolution because Red Guards used it to store the food they plund- 
ered from families in this area. 


The fourth national conference of the Islamic Society was held in Beijing last 
April. It was the first national meeting of this type to be held since 1963. Pol- 
itics immediately dominated the meeting and the conference chairman, al-Hajj Burhan, 
in his opening statement, declared hie support for the Arabs in their struggle 
against Israel and for the Afghans in their battle against the Soviet Union. 


The director of the government bureau of religious affairs in /word missing/Xioa 
Xiangu, said that believers and atheists are politically and socially equal in 
China and that freedom of religion is long-standing basic policy of the Chinese 
Communist Party. 


Xiangu mencioned two other points directly related to the government's domestic 
and foreign policy: approval of religious freedom will help consolidate unity and 
rally all forces about the development program in the country. 


Many people in other countries believe in the Islamic religion, and Islam in par- 
ticular has great influence in countries of the third world, especially in Asia, 
the Middle Bast and Africa. However, Xiao went on to say, “Freedom of religion 
requires adherence to the socialist platform and preservation of the Communist 
Party leadership and the dictatorship of the proletariat." 


Last June the newspaper PEOPLE'S DAILY, the official organ of the Communist Party, 
warned that religious freedom will be assured only through official supervision of 
religious authorities. 


The newspaper said, "Citizens of the People's Republic of China mst give priority 
to the unity of the country regardless of whether they believe in it, and personal 
religious activities and che interests of sects must be subjected to the general 
good of the country" 


They stated that the government will establish schools for teaching the Koran and 
other subjects like religious policies. In a publication by Lanzwa radio toward 
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the end of last July, it was stated chat the Islamic Society “agreed that young 
people below the age of 18 should not be permitted to participate in religious 
activities," 


The government's goal in granting further religious freedom and giving great auton- 
omy to minorities is to strengthen unity among the various nationalities in China, 
and this slogan finds an echo in the mosque. 


‘Abdallah al-Haff, in the (furin lin) mosque at Urumqi, said, 


"The slogan now is love of the nation, love of learning, and love of religion, We 
must call all citizens toward unity and the effort to develop China." 


11887 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVLET MILITARY OFFICERS, AFGHAN OFFICIAL REPORTED KILLED IN KABUL 
Quetta BALUCHISTAN TIMES in English 27 Oct 80 p 4 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct 26=-<Reports from Afghanistan say two Soviet military offi- 
cers and a senior Karmal regime official were killed by the Freedom Fighters near 
a Soviet military camp in a Kabul suburb last week, 


According to diplomatic sources in New Delhi, reports of attacks have been coming 
in almost daily despite contentions by the Karmal regime about the country return- 
ing to normal, 


These sources further said that the Afghan capital continues to remain tense, 
While the Kabul authorities control the capital and some other cities, much of the 
countryside is ruled by the Freedom Fighters who become active particularly during 
the night. AFP says commercial flights between Kabul and Jalalabad have been 
rerouted because of insecurity near Kabul, 


Discontentment among the people is also reported persisting because of the conscrip- 
tion campaign to draft young men for compulsory military service, One Afghan youth 
was recently Lilled in the capital while resisting the conscription campaign. 

Night posters and secret letters are also said to have been distributed protesting 
against the conscription and urging those who had joined military service to give 

it up and support the Freedom Fighters, 


Meanwhile, the leader of the Soviet-backed regime, Mr Babrak Karmal, has completed 
his official visit to the Soviet Union, The Soviet News Agency Tass however, said 
he will stay on for several days for rest and treatment. The officials accompany- 
ing Mr. Karmal during the visit have returned to Kabul. 


In East Berlin, an International Communist Conference has ended with differences 
continuing among delegates over the Afghan crisis. 


According to conference sources, the Spanish and Italian delegates sharply criti- 
cised the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, 
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AFGHANISTAN 


‘NIGHT LETTERS' CIRCULATED LN KABUL BY REBELS 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 27 Oct 80 p 8 


(Text) New Delhi, Oct, 26=-Afghan authorities prevented an anti-Soviet shutdown 
of business in Kabul on Friday by threatening shop owners with fines and loss of 
their licences, a report from Afghanistan said yesterday. 


Some shops in the centre of the capital opened late in apparent response to the 
call for a shutdown, but by 10 a.m, it was as usual, said the report from a Kabul 
source that in the past has been accurate, 


The strike call was issued in “night letters (shabnama),” as the Afghans call 
pamphlets circulated around Kabul by the guerillas, the report said. It requested 
the people to stage a five-day general strike to protest the presence of Russian 
troops in Afghanistan and what was described as the sale of Afghanistan to the 
Soviet Union by President Babrak Karmal, who has been visiting the USSR for the 
past 10 days, it added, 


The "night letter” warned that shops ignoring the call would be burned down, the 
source said, On Wednesday and Thursday, Communist Party members rode through the 
streets of Kabul in Soviet military jeeps, warning over loudspeakers about fines 
and loss of licences, the report said, 


The call for a business strike was not confirmed independently, 


Still another strike call has gone out in "night letters," a Western diplomatic 
source said, It asks Afghan military officers to demonstrate support for the 
guerillas by staying at home or in their barracks next Monday, 


The guerillas killed at least 10 Russians and captured seven in a shootout with a 
Soviet military construction crew last Wednesday 15 kilometres outside of the capi- 
tal, yesterday's report from Kabul said, 


The guerillas attacked a group of Soviet trucks loading sand for a construction 
project at the dry bed of the Kabul River, Construction of barracks is underway at 
several military bases around Kabul, and Afghans take this to mean that the Russian 
troops plan an indefinite stay, 
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Varsity Strike 


Students and professors at the Kabul University launched a strike this week to 


protest against the Afghan Army recruitment methods, university sources reported 
in Kabul, 


The strike which started on Friday should run to Tuesday, the sources said, It is 
the first protest of its kind since April, when a series of strikes and demonstra~- 
tions broke out in the Afghan capital's schools and universities to protest against 
the Soviet military presence in the country.--APA/AFP 
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AFGHANISTAN 


CONVOYS AMBUSHED NEAR KANDAHAR 

Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 2 Nov 80 p 1 

(text) Peshawar, Nov. 2--According to the latest reports, Afghan Mujahideen 
attacked Khakrez in Kandahar province and ambushed a military convoy at Kandahar 
killing 20 Russian officers and 20 soldiers, 


The Mujahideen also killed six officers and 20 Afghan sepoys in another ambush near 
Kandahar and carried away some persons, 


In Uruzgan province, the Mujahideen attacked Afghan troops at Deh Rawat killing 
and wounding 30 sepoys and destroying five vehicles. 


The Mujahideen also carried away 1,610 sheep from the Government farm, 


in Paktya province, the Mujahideen ambushed a military convoy near Matun killing 
30 sepoys and destroying five armoured cars and six army vehicles. 


In Baghlan province, the Mujahideen raided Narin city killing its Deputy Commis- 
sioner and many other pro-Government persons. 


The Soviet-Afghan troops retaliated by killing 80 innocent villagers of the area, 
in Ghor province, the Mujahideen, who have already got control of Passaan, Surjan- 


gal and Saghar districts have been frequently damaging the gas pipeline between 
Shabarghaf and the Soviet border, 


The Mujahideen are also exerting heavy pressure on Maimana in Faryab province, 
Meanwhile, the Mujahideen have stepped up their activities in and around Kabul and 
their attacks are now targeted against the Soviet Army headquarters, Soviet Air 
Force garrison, ¢fghan Government facilities and supply convoys. 


In response, the Afghan Government has extended curfew in Kabul by two hours and 
Security measures have been tightened further,.--PPI 
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AFGHANISTAN 


ZAHER SHAH MAY RESPOND TO AFGHAN MI'JAHEDINS' CALL 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 28 Oct 80 p 3 


[Text] Rome, Oct, 27--Afghanistan's deposed king is quietly tending his garden but 
some exiled Afghan leaders believe that he would answer a call to help unite resist- 
ance forces fighting to drive Soviet troops from their homeland. 


King Mohammed Zaher Shah, toppled in 1973 after 4O-year reign, has called for Afghan 
"patriots" to expel Soviet's forces and urged the squabbling opposition groups to 
cooperate, 


Recently a wave of nostalgia for Zaher has swept the refugees’ canvas tents and tea 
stalls in northwest Pakistan, Afghan sources say. They openly express hope that he 
could forge unity among the leaderless Mujahideen. 


The bald, mstached 66-year-old Zaher was ousted in a July 1973 coup led by his 
cousin and former Prime Minister Mohammed Daud, The king was in Italy at the time, 
taking a rheumatism cure at the baths in Schia, 


The king keeps out of the public eye, He will not talk to the press and spends 
most of his time cultivating flowers and reading history books at his four bedroom 
villa north of Rome, according to close friends, 


Zaher has said repeatedly that he does not claim his former throne and would only 
support a restoration of the monarchy if Afghans rejected a republic in a nation- 
wide referendum, 


The King's son-in-law, first cousin and spokesman, Gen Abdul Wali, does not 
encourage speculation that the monarch is willing to take a new role, but he does 
not rule it out either. "The King is a patriot at the service of his people," 
Wali said in an interview, "Like anybody else, he shall serve according to his 
ability." 


Wali said that the King enjoys prestige among many Afghans. "Some view him as a 
leader, some as a father figure," Wali said, "An entire generation of Afghans 
grew up under his rule." Some exile leaders think the King would agree to come 
out of retirement and this is a good time to do so. 


"He does not seem ambitious to get back to his throne, but I think he would be 
available as a leader if the people wanted him," Jalil Shams, Secretary of the 
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Islamic Council for the Liberation of Afghanistan, a Europe-based exile group, 
said in an interview, 


"We are coming to a point where we should find someone and rally around him," 
Shame added, "The parties have failed to establish a single figure (as leader) ," 
he said, 


Nearly ll months after the Soviet army intervened in Afghanistan, political rival- 
ries among the five parties which comprise the Islamic Alliance resistance movement 
are deeper than ever according to Afghan sources, 


The King meets periodically with representatives of the opposition groups and 
encourages them to cooperate, Wali said, 


Forty-eight hours after the Soviet intervention last December, the King issued a 
statement condemning what he called the violation of Afghan sovereignty. He has 
not made any further public appeals since he sent messages to the individual 
resistance leaders in January, however, 


"The King is not really very active. He gives advice if people approach him," Shams 
said, 


Leftists in the army supported the 1973 coup and anti-communist exiles believe it 
paved the way for an openly pro-Moscow coup in April 1978. 


Zaher withdrew quietly to his villa with his wife Queen Homaira, 64, and decided 
to stay in Italy because he likes the climate and the people. The family has one 
full time servant at the villa, 


Many Afghan exiles remember the King's reign as a time of peace.--APA 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MUJAHEDIN ATTACK FALZABAD ALRPORT; 5 RUSSIANS KILLED 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 28 Oct 80 p 3 


(Text] Peshawar, Oct, 27=-According to a press release of Islamic Alliance for 
Liberation of Afghanistan, reports from Badakhshan province say that Mujahideen 


had destroyed one tank and one military jeep in a guerilla attach on Faizabad 
Airport. 


Five Russians, including one officer were killed and two of them were wounded, 


According to another report from Badakhshan, two tanks were destroyed in Qara Kamar 
by mine explosion. 


According to a report from Takhar province, Mujahideen attacked a militia centre in 
Rustaq district. In this attack Mujahideen killed 20 militia and Russian soldiers. 
They captured 100 pieces of weapons including 303 rifles and machineguns. 


Russians had tried to strengthen their positions in Rustaq to protect their agents, 
but they could not resist Mujahideen attack and after giving some casualties had to 
run away. 


According to a report from Logar, Mujahideen burned down Mohammad Agha school 
building which had been turned into Babrak troops headquarters in the area, 


According to another report from Logar, Mujahideen had called a general strike 
for October 13, 14 and 15. On the second day of the strike Russian agent militia 
started a massive attack. 


Scattered fighting took place in different areas along the way between Kabul 
Gardez, In an attack on a caravan of trucks near Surkhab, Mujahideen destroyed 
140 trucks and armoured vehicles and killed about 80 Russians and militia troops 
and captured ammunition from them,--PPI 
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AFGHANIS TAN 


GUERRILLAS DESTROY AMMUNITION CONVOY 
Karachi DAWN in English 2 Nov 80 p 1 


(Text] New Delhi, Nov. l--Afghan guerillas destroyed a Soviet ammunition convoy, 
killed at least 45 Communist Party members and burned down a large primary school 
in raids north and south of Kabul the past week, a report from Afghanistan said 
today. 


The guerilla raia last Monday night on the convoy near Sange-Niwishta pass, 37 
kilometres southeast of Kabul, prompted Soviet punitive air attacks against 
“every moving thing" in the villages of Logar province, killing hundreds of 
civilians, said the report from a source that in the past has been reliable, 


Several Russian soldiers were killed or injured in the raid in which guerillas, 
some firing rockets, destroyed 21 ammunition trucks, two armoured cars and one 
tank, the report added, 


It said hulks of burned vehicles closed the road for two days through the narrow 
valley-terrain, The rebels have often turned to their advantage for attacks on 
government and Soviet units, 


Guerilla losses were not given in the raid south of Kabul, but 15 to 17 freedom 
fighters were reported killed in strikes the past week against Police posts and a 
party office at Karte Parwan in the northern suburbs of Kabul. The report said 
the guerillas seized weapons and killed 30 members of the ruling People's Demo- 
cratic (Communist) Party. 


On Thursday night, the freedom fighters burned down the Wazir Akbar Khan Primary 
School in the same suburb, leaving 1,500 students without classrooms, the report 
continued, 


Guerillas killed 15 party members attending a gathering in a private home at 
Charikar, the Parwan provincial capital 60 kilometres north of Kabul, during the 
week, the report said, 


The specific raids were not independently confirmed but diplomatic reports reaching 
here have also mentioned fighting in the same areas .--APA 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


CUBANS, RUSSIANS REPORTED KILLED--Peshawar, Oct. 28--Two Cuban generals and 10 
Russian soldiers are reported to have been killed in a mine explosion in village 
Ajighal of Imam Sahib district in Kunduz province, According to a Press release 
of Hizbe Islami, Afghanistan, heavy fighting took place between Mujahideen and 
Afghan forces in this village where one tank and one military truck were also 
destroyed, Mujahideen of the Hesbi Islami have also attacked on the Russian forces 
near Gum Kool village at Imam Sahib district located about 50 km to north of Kundu 
city. After few hour heavy fighting, two armoured cars and two troop carrier 
trucks were destroyed, Thirty-eight Russian troops were killed and 50 wounded, 
Mujahideen have not got casualties as reported, Trexe } [Karachi DAWN in English 
29 Oct 80 p 12) 
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IRAN 


NATO EXPERT PREDICTS IRAQI VICTORY, IRANIAN COUP 
Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 25 Oct 80 p ll 


[Interview with Gen John Hackett, former commander of British Forces in NATO |” 
Mohammed Said Gunaidi] 


[Text] [Question] Starting from the assumption that the superpowers will not 
intervene in the war, what are your views with regard to its results? Who will win? 


[Answer] I believe Iraq will be able to attain its objectives, albeit not within 
the envisioned timeframe. I think Iraq will take Shatt el Arab and the islands, to 
the satisfaction of the Arabs. However, I would like to clarify two points: 1) 
The war will not last long 2) It would come as a surprise if it were to last 
through October with Ayatollah Khomeyni still in Qom as the leader of the Iranians. 


[Question] Don't you believe that with Tehran isolated in the international scene, 
Iraq may be able to obtain the weaponry necessary for the continuation of the war? 


[Answer] I don't believe, for example, that the United States is helping Iraq, 
though the Soviets would. I believe that both the Americans and the Soviets will 
let the two antagonists fight it out, so they can then intervene at the right moment 
and bring about a ceasefire. 


[Question] You don't believe therefore that the war is being fought by the super- 
powers using surrogates? 


[Answer] No. I stated that this war will not last long and I would like to predict 
something else: Soon we will hear more said about the Kurds. The situation at 
the present is very favorable for them on all fronts, in Turkey, in Iran, as in Iraq. 


Who Supports the Kurds 


[Question] For this to happen, it is necessary for someone from the outside to come 
to their aid: Among the reasons given for the signing of the 1975 Iranian-Iraqi ac- 
cord was that of aid previously furnished by the shah and the Americans to Iraqi 
Kurds. Do you think it worthwhile for the Russians to incite the Kurds? 


[Answer] The Kurds might find it to their advantage to come into the arena at a 
moment convenient for them and it might be known that it is the West that is encour- 
aging them to do so. 
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[Question] In view of the fact that the West favors the fall of Khomeyni, why should 
it ald the Kurds? And why do you believe that the Kurds will go into action on all 
fronts? 


[Answer] The Kurds have always relied on outside aid and the West will probably be 
interested in maintaining a means of pressure in the Gulf region. This is what the 
Americans, Kissinger in particular, have done in the past. 


[Question] Reagan, the Republican candidate for the American presidency, in criti- 
cizing Carter's Iranian policy, sustained that the United States, in case the Straits 
of Hormuz were to be blocked, is not capable of intervening in a decisive manner be- 
cause it does not possess sufficient forces. 


[Answer] The Americans have the strength and the capacity to intervene. Actually, 
{t is the Iranians who are not able to block the Straits of Hormuz. The only way 
to block the Straits is to mine them, but the Iranian Navy is not able to carry out 
this operation on its own and the United States has a naval force capable of making 
sure this does not take place. I believe what Reagan wanted to underline was the 
fact that the United States should not take unilateral military action, but rather 
cooperate with its allies. 


Blocking the Straits of Hormuz Is Impossible 


[Question] Isn't it possible to block the Straits by sinking some ships or some 
tankers as pointed out in some reports? 


[Answer] No. These were not military reports. The width of the Straits does not 
permit this. The Straits of Hormuz are almost 60 miles wide and even at its nar- 
rowest points, it is wider than the English Channel. Thus it is impossible to block 
it, even by sinking 20 ships in the same spot. 


[Question] You have mentioned serious gaps in the Iranian Army's weaponry, its 
training, spare parts and also with regard to its commanders. What is the situation 
with regard to the Iraqis? 


[Answer] I believe that the Iraqis have better commanders. The Iranians now are 
fighting inspired by their fidelity to Iran and because they dislike Iraqis; however, 
they do not have military leadership. Khomeyni has destroyed the cadres which are 
indispensable to the armed forces. To that must be added the shortage of armaments, 
ammunition and spare parts. With his actions, however, Khomeyni has not destroyed 
the capability on the part of the military to grab power, and I believe this will 
happen. The Iranian Army will come to power. This will not be a surprise. Con- 
versely, it would be a surprise if this did not happen. 


[Question] Given the hypothesis of an Iranian Army coup, what effect would that 
have on the war? 


[Answer] I think that if the army were to come to power, there would be peace. Iraq 
would annex Shatt el Arab and the other islands and thus the conflict would end. The 
war has been waged in order to obtain political objectives. The objectives of this 
war are clear to Iraq, which also has definite territorial aims. They are also clear 
to the West, which favors the elimination of the Khomeyni regime, with some options 
left open in the future for the winner. 
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IRAN 


TRAINING OF THE 'DEPRIVED! AT MILITARY CAMP DESCRIBED 
Tehran JAVANAN-E EMRUZ in Persian 12 Oct 80 pp 54-55 
{Interview with Hojjat ol-Eslam Amir Majd/ 


[Text/ The natural, beautiful areas of the camp, the fields and the 
surroundings, were very lovely and attractive, As was mentioned 
earlier, the camp is built on a very large piece of land to the north 
of the city of Neyshabur on the slopes of the Khorasan Mountains, We 
should mention a beautiful, small dam built in the valley which is a 
place for raising trout. 


The ace difference between some of the participants was in itself 
interesting. When they walked together, one was reminded of a grand- 
father and his grandchildren, A common goal had gathered together 
60 or 70 year old men with youths of 15 or 16, 


The importance of the camp from the point of view of mercenary radio 
stations in the service of foreigners was quite noteworthy. During 
the camp activities, a false report was spread by one of these radio 
stations. In order to neutralize this action, the participants began 
a large, widespread march in the city of Neyshabur, This undertaking 
instipated excitement in the people who cheered the participants 
warmly with revolutionary slogans. Finally, together they stood at 
prayer in the congregational mosque of the city and neutralized any 
kind of rumor, 


The closeness of Neyshabur to Mashhad made all the partic’: vearn 
for a pilgrimage to the tomb of his holiness Reza, After uw t stion 
by them to the supervisor of the camp, the camp was concluded 1¢ day 
early to enable them to go enthusiastically to Mashhad on a pilgrimage 
to the eighth imam of the Shi'ites and from there to depart for their 
own cities. 


At the end of the camp, one M-1 rifle was given as a gift to each one 
of the participants by the Organization for the Mobilization of the 
Deprived to be taken with them to their own cities so that when needed 
they would not have to get weapons from military camps, 











The opening cay of the camp, Sep 7, coincided with the anniversary of 
Tehran's Black Friday, On Sep 9, ceremonies marking the anniversary 
of the death of the Abuzar of the time, his holiness Ayatollah 
Taleqani, were held simultaneously with those in other cities, 


Final Section 


You have read in the last two issues Parts 1 and 2 of the report of 
the correspondents of JAVANAN Magazine dispatched to the military 
camp of the Organization for the Mobilization of the Deprived in 
Saghrud, Neyshabur, Here you will read briefly about the events and 
how the camp was conducted: 


The History of Mobilization 


In Nov-Dec /Azar/ of last year, the decree of Emam Khomeyni, the 
leader of the Islamic revolution of Iran, concerning the establishment 
of an army of 20 million was issued, This decree was based on a 

vital social, political, and military need, Following the imam's 
decree, the revolutionary people of our country went to work in 
various parts of the country on this important matter and began mili- 
tary and cultural training. But it was necessary for this training 

to come under an organized and controlled unit in order to yield 
better results. To this end, the Organization for National Mobiliza- 
tion was established, which overtook the management of military, 
political, and cultural traning of the resistance army assisted by the 
pasdaran and the military, Since then, because of the overwhelming 
welcome of the people throughout the country and present sensitive 
conditions, this organization reached extensive proportions. At the 
present time, more than hundreds of thousands of individuals through- 
out Iran have joined the resistance army. The activities of this 
organization are not limited to mere military training, but the 

duties of the organization extend to cultural training, reinforcement 
training, and medical emergency training as well. 


Recently, in order not to limit the activities of this organization, 
the name was changed to The Organization for the Mobilization of the 
Deprived, 


The Location of the Camp 


The Baghrud camp is located 15 km north of the city of Neyshabur. 
Raghrud is a village in which more than 50 families live at present. 
The land for the camp covers more than 100 acres on which the Boy 
Seouts of Iran intended to build a scout camp. 


Of course, what is interesting is the manner in which the camp was to 
be established. It was to be built not for the people, but for a 
small number of children, for example, the children of the royal 
family, in order to make Iran better known to the people of the world 
by inviting foreign guests and organizing scout meetings with the 
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participation of the Pahlavi family. Since the day the construction 
of this camp began, strict limitations were put on the villagers, 
Their agricultural land was regularly taken away from them in order 
to provide security for the camp and the people had to leave the 
region, After the victory of the revolution, the camp was given to 
the army and the Organization for Mobilization to be used as a 
military camp, 


The Program of the Camp 


As was mentioned earlier, this camp was the military camp for the 
20-million army. But ideological issues and cultural activities were 
also taken into consideration along with military training, 


Every day, after the evening prayers, various personalities were 
invited to the camp to give speeches to the participants. Among 
these suests was Dr Ghafurifard, the governor general of Khorasan, 
who spoke to the participants of the camp on two nights. In one part 
of his speech he said: 


Why does the United States warship come into the Persian Gulf but 

does not dare to attack? Why do American helicopters land in Tabas 
but run away in humiliation? Because they well know that 35 million 
human beings are prepared for holy war and martyrdom and if Americans 
set foot here, all the people will take up arms and make Iran a grave- 
yard of Americans, America knows through its spies and experience 
that if there remains only one person of the 35 million Iranians, 

half of his heart will be full of love for the Koran, Islam, and the 
imam of the people and the other half full of enmity and hatred for 
America, 


In another section of his speech, he referred to good and bad deeds 
in our times saying: 


During certain periods of time, good deeds mean merely the under- 
standing of the Koran and ideological issues. But when a time comes 
that the Koran itself and the Islamic country is in danger, when the 
enemy attacks from within and without, at this time good deeds do not 
mean sitting at home worshipping and praying. We must take up arms 
and defend our borders, I do not mean only geographical borders, but 
also ideological borders, Here, good deeds mean holy war and martyr- 
dom, Anything but this would be evil deeds and anti-revolutionary. 


The camp programs began at 0500; from then until 0700, when morning 
ceremonies began, individuals carried on personal things such as 
eating breakfast, praying, and doing morning exercises. After the 
conclusion of morning ceremonies, people were divided into various 
pre-assigned groups and went to the fields for military training. 
The morning military training lasted until 1230, at which time the 
participants returned to their tents, ate lunch, did their prayers, 
and rested, Afternoon military activities began at 1530 and lasted 
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until 1890, ‘he following are some of the areas of military training 
offered at the CAMP: 


velfedefense, puerrilla and antieguerrilla techniques, fighting with 
Hayonets, night watching, compass, hiding, the recognition of military 
eguipment, fighting disasters such as flood, fire, and earthquake, tie 
treatment of prisoners of war, medical aid, ambush and anti-ambush 
techniques, 


These are rief sanples of the cinds of training which the people went 
throursh co various days at the camp. 


Intervlew with liojjat ol-Eslam Majd 


we held an interview with Hojjat ol-Eslam Majd, the supervisor for the 
Mobilization of the Deprived, who was present at the gathering of 
brothers at the camp, which follows: 


{Question/ In conversations with different individuals from different 
ities, all spoke of the cultural poverty of the people. Would you 
mlease explain the cultural goals of the Organization for Mobilization 
ind th tens you have taken? 


fAnswer] For us, Islamic culture is of primary concern in this 
Organization. The reason is obvious, The weapon which brought 
victory to our revolution was the faith and the beliefs of the people 
and not modern weapons which had been built and given to the people, 
We are striving diligently to strengthen this weapon. You have 
noticed that military training is not our only goal. it is a means 
to enable us to extend cultural training. Cultural and military 
trainin are never separate, This is what the prophets did, The 

imam has also emphasized that we should take up arms in one hand and 
the Koran in the other. We emphasize both of these aspects, The 
creation of spiritual weapons is one of our principles. Therefore, 
ittention is paid to cultural and ideological issues, to individuals 
and institutions. This training does not end with our organization. 
However, military training, because of present conditions and various 
threats, is of more immediate importance for our people and short- 
comines are felt more in this area of training. But I should 
emohasize once more that military training is coupled with ideological 
training. At the present time, our ideological and cultural division 
is working on this problem. Since we are in a sensitive situation 
“ilitartiy, this division has been unable to attract the people as 


well as our military division ha3. 
(ouestion/ I would like you to speak about the sister members of the 


lion army and their programs and whether they also participate 
in similar camps. 


m4] 
: 


fAnewer/ In certain areas, our sisters have been more enthusiastic 
than our brothers, Military, cuitural, and reinforcement training, 
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which are amonr the duties of the Organization for Mobilization, are 
provided for everybody. And our wives and mothers are actively 
participating. For the future, we are prepared to organize camps with 
instructors in conformity with the status and the personality of our 
women, They could not participate in this camp due to the lack of 
means, especially the shortage of instructors, On the whole, however, 
the participation of women in the mobilization is in step with that of 
the brothers, And our aged mothers and wives are also actively 
involved, Most often they support us in jobs such as food preparation 
behind the front jobs, and nursing. In the future, we will have 
important programs in this area which we will soon carry out, 





[Question] Please give us some explanation of the change of the name 
of the Organization for National Mobilization to the Organization for 
the Mobilization of the Deprived, 


fAnewer] Our revolution has two dimensions, First, the dimension 
within the borders, concerning independence and our own internal 
problems, Second, beyond the borders, a universal dimension, 


It is our duty to help others in the world who are deprived, This 
help would be mostly spiritual, such as exporting revolution, 
providing hope, and setting them in motion. Before this name was 
changed, the word was “national” mobilization, We explained many 
times that the word “national” does not indicate limited dependencies 
such as tribe, race, language, or material relationships. And then, 
too, we meant the mobilization of a nation which included the internal 
dimension of our revolution, But since it did not include the exter- 
nal and universel aspects of the revolution, it was felt that it was 
necessary to choose a term which would include the universal dimension 
of the revolution. Hence, this term was suggested, Other terms such 
as sacred [qots/ were suggested, We brought them to the attention of 
the imam and the word "deprived" /mostaz'afin/] was chosen, which is 

an ideological and all-inclusive term, And it includes all the move- 
ments in the world which demand their rights. After completely 
studyine other true, liberating movements, we intend to establish an 
office here to maintain contact with them in order to benefit from 
each other's experiences and possibilities. 


fOQuestion/ Is this the first military camp of the Organization for 
Mobilization and what is your opinion concerning military camps and 
specifically this camp? 


[Answer] No, this is not our first camp. In the past we have had 
other camps which were smaller in size and number of participants. 
This camp is our first large camp of this size and quality, which has 
more than 10,000 participants. In spite of the imperfections and 
shortcomings of this camp, because of the lack of means, on the whole, 
it has been satisfactory, because it was organized on the basis of 
goals, like in organizing a seminar, 
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We nave dally seasitonsa and conversations with our brothers from 


various eitties and provinces and we hear about their problems. We 
nave diseusstons and exchanges of views concerning solutions, Other 
brothers from each one of the provinces hear about each other's 

roblems, From a psychological point of view, these camps can be 
very benetieclal and can neutralize the plans of the enemy, which are 
to try to create enmity and separation between the people of this 
country, 


nm the whole, in spite of all the problems we have had, the camp has 
een satisfactory and it corresponded with our general intentions. 
pe to have better camps in the future by eliminating the problems. 


What you nave read above was a brief report about the large military 

amp of the Organization for the Mobilization of the Deprived which 
was held last month. What has since caused us astonishment are the 
present situation of our country and the words of those in charge in 
the past. We should pay attention to the words of Dr Qafuri and 
‘Sojjat ol-Eslam Majd once more, as if those words had been spoken 
today, at this very moment, and before them, our imam, this super- 
human of the times who has warned us again and again of such days and 
wno for the same reason decreed the organization of the 20-million 
army and the mobilization of the people. 


The forced and stupid war which Sadom began with the help of Western 
politietans and Eastern weapons shows that although they have 
strugeled to precisely understand the Islamic revolution of Iran, they 
have never succeeded in this affair, because the role of the Moslem 
masses in protecting the revolution never played a role in the 
political analyses of these idiots. In the first week of this forced 
war between Iran and Iraq, what we saw in their analyses was a war and 
war strategy without consideration of the people. As for Iraq, at any 
rate, this assessment holds, since it has had to continue and finish 

a war which it started with the help of its army. But in our case, 
this was not so, From the beginning of the war, we witnessed the role 
of the mobilized people, their battle alongside the armed forces and 
oehind the front, their faith in the revolution, the pure love of the 
country, and their strong belief in the ideology which ceused the 
people of the world to awaken as the war continued and to contemplate 
once more on Iran, the people of Iran and their steel will, to awaken 
once more from their daydreaming. On this path, we contemplate what 
sod has promised: "We have willed to favor those who have suffered 
teprivation and to make them the inheritors and leaders of the time," 


* 
. i ~ 
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LEBANON 


LEFTIST, RIGHTIST FIGURES ACCUSE FOREIGN MINISTEX OF FOLLOWING U.S, 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 18 Oct 80 pp 30 31 


/Article by Ghassan Bayram: "A Question Lebanese Raise to the Cabinet: Why Do 
You Only Follow Washington's Line?"/ 


‘Text/ The chairman of the Socialist Progressive Party and the Political Council 
of the Lebanese National Movement, Mr Walid Jumblatt, in his private gatherings, 
recounts impressions of some significance which he brought back from his recent 
visic to the Soviet Union in the company of Mr Samir Franjiyah, nephew of former 
Lebanese president Sulayman Franjiyah. 


These impressions concern the Soviet position on the Lebanese crisis, the current 
Lebanese situation, the legitimate authorities, the nature of the struggle which 
is still taking place on the Lebanese stage and the need to attain a settlement to 
this struggle which will lead to support for the legitimate authorities under the 
leadership of President L[lyas Sarkis. 


Among these impressions, for example, was the one which was derived from a meeting 
Mr Jumblatt and his companion Franjiyah held with one of the most prominent Soviet 
leaders, Mr Kirilenko, one of the candidates to succeed the Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev. 


During this meeting Mr Kirilenko raised a question whose gist was, “Is it true that 
relations between Israel and the Lebanese Phalange Party are very weak these days?" 
Expressions of consternation immediately appeared on the faces of Messrs Jumblatt 
and Franjiyah, because the question itself surprised them; they had not expected 
that this issue would be the focus of the attention of the Soviet leadership and 
that a question would be raised on it by a major Soviet official. 


Naturally Mr Kirilenko did not anticipate an answer from the Lebanese Socialist 
leader, and he did not want to obtain additional information on the new circum- 
stances which Israeli-Phalange relations were going through. 


When a Soviet official at that level asks a question of that kind, he wants in one 
way or another to give the leader of the Lebanese Nationai Movement and his comrade 
an oral message, telling them that there is a weakness in relations between Israel 
and the Lebanese Phalange and that it would be best to use this weakness in the 
interests of the approach calling for an expansion of the gap between Israel and 
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the Phalange and a narrowing of the gap between the Phalange and the other Lebanese 
parties opposed to it on the other hand, 


This is the interpretation given to the major Soviet official's question, especial- 
ly since thie statement was made about 2 months ago, that is, at a time when re- 
peated meetings were taking place in Beirut between the Soviet ambassador in 
Lebanon, Mr Soldatov, and the leader of the military wing of the Phalange Party, 
Shaykh Plerre al-Jumayyil, and between the latter and other officials in the Soviet 
Embassy. 


it is stated that Cour meetings took place in the course of 2 months between Ambas- 
sador Soldatov and Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil, which were intermingled with an ex: 
change of letters that consisted of specific written questions from the Phalange 
Party which che Soviet ambassador received, and to which he gave written answers 

in return after review by his government. 


In this regard a prominent Phalange official says that "Whatever the results of 
this conversation with the Soviets have been, and whatever the Soviets’ answers to 
our question have been, satisfactory or unsatisfactory, the party is not disturbed 
at all--to the contracy, there is satisfaction within the party and we sense a ben- 
efit, if not to the requis te degree." 


The objective in reciting hese facts is not just to give information, but more be- 
cause these have become examples which are given, in some political symposia of 
different tendencies and inclinations, of the extent of the inability of Lebanese 
diplomacy and the failure of the foreign minister to move this diplomacy in all 
international directions for the sake of presenting the Lebanese problem and con- 
scripting whatever international forces are possible in order to arrive at a solu- 
tion to it. 


The queries are no longer, as in the past, addressed to the reasons which cause the 
foreign minister to be in constant contact with the ambassador of the United States 
of America in Beirut; rather, they have all started to revolve about the reasons 
which cause the foreign minister of Lebanon, in the circumstances which his cabinet 
and his country are going through,to cut off all contact with the ambassador of a 
great power like the Soviet Union, except when the foreign minister decides to 

meet with the ambassadors of the major powers which have permanent membershin in 
the international Security Council. 


The complaints against Lebanese diplomacy are no longer restricted to a specific 
group of Lebanese politicians or people working in the general field; rather, the 
complaints have become geveral and comprehensive, now that people on the far right 
have started to raise the same questions as people on the far left and the center 
on the reasons why the foreign minister works only along the American line and 
keeps the road of movement in the opppsite direction, that is, the Soviet road, 
closed and almost unused to the point where a moderate politician, well known for 
his friendship with the president, has wondered on more than one occasion "What is 
the logical explanation why Bashir al-Jumayyil met four times with the Soviet am- 
bassador in the course of 2 months while the foreign minister has not met with him 
once, realizing that Bashir al-Jumayyil is not George Hawi, chairman of the 
Lebanese Communist Party?” 
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What attracted people's attention was the fact that Minister Fu'ad Butrus tried co 
arrange @ meeting with the American secretary of state and the French foretgn min- 
leter more than a week before hie trip to New York, but did not try to take advant~ 
age of hie presence in the United Nations to meet with Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko to review the Lebanese situation in ite real state and thereby discuss de- 
velopmente in the Middle Bast crisis and ways of limiting ite effects on the Leban- 
ese situation, 


After Minister Butrus’ return to Beirut, more than one friendly politician criti- 
cized him for thie “failure” cto try to meet with the foreign minister of a great 
state like the Soviet Union which has @ great role and influence in various inter- 
national crises, especially in che Middle East crisis--a role and an influence 
which are expected to grow in the foreseeable future, espectally following the 
Iraqi-Irantan war and the Soviet-Syrian treaty. 


These friends wondered what harm there was in trying to get in touch with the 
Soviets or at least meet the Soviet foreign minister when an opportunity arose such 
as Minister Butrus' presence at the United Nations. 


In spite of the fact that this style (according to these sources) has stamped of - 
ficial Lebanese policy with the character of “total alignment with the American 
camp, causing this policy to lack the minimum of balance which it must show," it is 
only fair to state that this is not wholly what is meant and is not the objective 
in the Lebanese foreign minister's thinking. 


On more than one occasion, the Lebanese foreign minister has taken che initiative 
to condenm American policy regarding the Lebanese crisis. In more than one state- 
ment, he has attacked American failure to support the Lebanese position in word and 
deed, stating that American support has in practice not yet emerged from the verbal 
context. 


This is a blatant fact which has been conspicuous on more than one occasion in which 
Washington has striven to implicate the legitimate Lebanere authorities in bother- 
some positions, in the south of Lebanon or outside it, and then at the last hour 
relinquished support for these positions. On more than one occasion the United 
States of America has given the legitimate Lebanese authorities evidence of matters 
which it soon abandoned at the last moment. And so on. However, the problem lies 
in Minister Fu'ad Butrus' vision. Since the beginning Minister Butrus has been 
gainbling on the fact that if there is a solution to the Lebanese problem it will 

of necessity lie in the hands of the Americans. He gambled on the fact that if 
there is an international body which can provide Lebanon with the aid which will 
enable it to transcend its trials it is America. In the worst case, he gembled 
that if there was an international body capable of Limiting the ramifications of 
the Lebanese crisis it was America. Indeed, Butrus lost hope of the possibility 

of obtatnine a European position which would support or partially save the Lebanese 
entity. Since the beginning, Minister Butrus has constantly believed that there is 
no benefit in resorting to the Soviets because Moscow could not support Lebanon at 
the expense of the Palestinians. 


‘en jinister Butrus recently became persuaded that there was no hope in the Arab 
Situation, and that the solution, or the beginning of a solution, would either lie 
in the hands of the Syrians or would not exist, this gamble caused him finally to 
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determine to break off with the Arab states and gamble entirely on Syria in @ man- 
ner which to some extent damaged Lebanon's relations with some Arabs who have spe- 
cifie touchy feelings toward Lebanon and the Arab role in Lebanon, 


Perhaps Chere are few people who can argue with the foreign minister on principle 
over Chese gambles, but che overwhelming majority has started to hold the foreign 
minister to blame for his style and method in dealing with matters and handling in- 
ternational, regional and Arab events and variables. 


There are people who state frankly, in front of the foreign minister, and perhaps 
the president, that to bet on the Americans, after all that Lebanon hae suffered 
from America, does not mean and cannot mean a final break with the Soviets, consid- 
ering Moscow to be in the enemy camp, and that gambling on one Arab body or another 
does not mean and cannot mean a final break with the other Arabs who possess Arab, 
international and regional weight. 


In the opinion of many, the gravity of this style in the foreign minister's plat- 
form no longer lies in the fact that it has caused Lebanon's isolation on many oc- 
casionse and made its issue a peripheral one in comparison with the other issues in 
the region. Rather, the gravity has come to lie in the fact that this style of 
thinking te in one way or another reflected in his platform of government and pol- 
icy, and is therefore a source of permanent refusal to have President [lyas Sarkis 
make permanent trips to Arab countries and major countries to present the Lebanese 
cause whenever ramifications appear or dangerous dimensions to it appear. 


11887 
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LEBANON 


BUDGET FOR 1981 ALREADY APPROVED 
Paris AN=NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 6 Oct 80 pp 4-5 


[Text] Lebanon's caretaker government has approved a budget of LL 5.2 billion 
(LL 1 * $0.290) for Fiscal year 1981, despite its constitutionally disputed 
right to do so. The budget which has now been sent to the Chamber of Deputies 
for approval includes a deficit of LL 1.48 billion which, according to one 
local press report, is to be financed by the issue of Treasury Bills, and local 
and foreign loans. 


The new budget shows an increase of approximately LL 800 million over that of the 
current year. However, this year's figure is purely theoretical, as in accor- 
dance with usual practice, allocations for infrastructural projects will probably 
not be fully spent. Nevertheless, according to the Minister of Finance Ali 
el-Khalil, the proportion of expenditures going to reconstruction has gone up 
this year to 37 per cent of total expenditure, against 34 per cent last year. 

The minister has also pointed out that this year's deficit is 2 per cent lower 
than last year's, at 33 per cent of the total budget figure. 


No final breakdown of the figures has been given, pending parliamentary ratifica- 
tion of the budget later this month. However, some local press reports have in- 
dicated that the Ministry of Defence's allocation has gone up by LL 242 million 
over this year's figure of LL 980.48 million; the Ministry of Education is re- 
ported to be receiving LL 662.8 million, a LL 152 million increase over the cur- 
rent year's allocation, while the Ministry of Public Works’ share is to go up by 
LL 76 million to LL 662.8 million. An increase in budgetary reserves of LIL 124 
million is reported to have been earmarked for high cost of living and wage 
increases. 


CSO: 6820 
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ALRPORT EXPANSION PLAN DESCRIBED 


LEBANON 


Paria AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 6 Oct 80 p 5 


[Text | 


The expansion of Beirut’s international airport will cost 
the Lebanese government a total of LL | billion (LL 1 = 
$0.29), according to press reports last week. The Direct- 
or General of Urbanism, Mohamed Fawaz also indicated 
that the terminal expansion project alone would cost 
LL 304 million. A figure of around LL 250 million was 
given last December, at the time when the airport 
authority had shortlisted 17 companies for this project 
(An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, December 10, 1979). 

The airport expansion plan, designed to permit hand- 
ling of 6 million passengers by 1990, is divided into 
three phases, according to a study by the French firm 
Aéroport de Paris. These are work which is currently 
being undertaken, work for which contracts have been 
awarded but where construction has not yet begun and 
finally, future extensions to the airport which have been 
given ministerial approval but have not yet been put out 
for tenders. 

Underway already is the LL 3 million expansion of 
office space to be rented to the various airlines operating 
at the airport, and which will be operational some time 
in 1981. Also underway is the construction of a LL 15 
million catering centre, which is to provide 10,000 meals 
a day by the end of next year. Furthermore, a LL | mil- 
lion building is being erected for warehouses and customs 
offices. 

A project for which bidding has closed but for 
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the terminal expansion is to be completed in 26 months 
and the entire project to be finished by 1984. 

Lastly, future plans which are yet to be offered for 
bidding, include a new 3,750 metre-long runway, to be 
built parallel to two existing runways of 3,200 metres 
each. A three-story parking lot at the same location as the 
present one, facing the entrance of the airport, is also 
one of the future projects, which is estimated to cost 
LL 75 million. Additional customs, cargo and security- 
related buildings to be built will cost LL 105 million 

According to Mr Fawaz, the overall cost of the ex- 
pansion projects to be undertaken at the airport in the 
next few years, are now estimated at LL | billion and 
may rise further in case of delays in the execution of the 
projects. But he added: “ Financing is no problem at all. 
That may be the most remarkable aspect of the situation 
in Lebanon.” 
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NEW PASSPORTS IN WAKE OF FORGERIES 


LEBANON 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 6 Oct 80 p 5 


[Text | 


New Lebanese passports will have a different design as of 
December |, it was learned in Beirut. According to the 
Director General of the Lebanese Sareté Générale Farouk 
Abillama, the decision to issue passports of different 
format was taken more than three months ago, before a 
recent discovery of a network of forgers, who have 
been supplying false passports and visas to Lebanese 
migrants. 

The new passports are being made by the English 
company Thomas Delarue and Co, which already prints 
Lebanon's banknotes. Mr Abillama said that the new 
passports would have a number of characteristics which 
would make them virtually impossible to copy. Lebanese 
passports in circulation since 1975 have been printed in 
Lebanon, and according to Mr Abillama, were relatively 
easy to forge. 

The announcement concerning the new passports 
comes on the heels of the latest and largest-yet round-up 
of forged documents, following the expulsion by Sweden 
of more than 200 Lebanese citizens in the last few 
months. Recently, people who were either working tem- 
porarily or applying for residence in Sweden were flown 
back to Beirut by the Swedish authorities, who had dis- 
covered they all held false passports and/or forged visas. 
A few days later another four Lebanese citizens were 
repatriated to Beirut under the same charges. 
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Since then, it has been revealed that the would-be 
migrants obtained their documents at considerable ex- 
a gang of forgers, who are apparently well- 

protected by one of the local militias in Beirut. At the 


staunch supporters of the National Liberal Pary, led by 
ex-President Camille Chamoun. The Lebanese daily 
As-Safir claims that following a Phalangist operation to 
crush the NLP on July 7 (An-NVahar Arab Report 4 
MEMO, July 14) militia commander Bechir 
Gemayel threatened the Syriacs if they did not switch 
their support to him. As-Safir also said that Mr Gemaye!l 
summoned Syriac leaders and instructed them and their 
followers to leave the country, ensuring that facilities 
were provided for those who wished to do so. 

According to the latest reports the Lebanese judicial 
authorities have identified the gang of forgers but cannot 
actually lay hands on them. It appears that the gang is 
being protected from police enquiries by “elements ob- 
structing the course of justice.” One Beirut daily has 
alleged that the authorities knew the names and addresses 
of the forgers, who are thought to have made some 
LL 14 million (about $4 million). 

















UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


MINERAL SURVEY STARTED=-Abu Dhabi, Nov. 2 (WAM)--The Ministry of Petroleum and 
Mineral Resources has embarked on phase III of the mineral survey plan which 
includes conducting feasibility studies on the minerals found during phase II of 
the survey. A Ministry of Petroleum delegation led by the Director of Mineral 
Resources Department will leave for London tomorrow to hold talks with officials 
of the company which was in charge of the execution of the first and second phases 
of the plan, Priority will be given to feasibility studies on copper in Mudhab 
area in Fujeirah and chromite in Sharjah, Ajman, Ras Al Khalmah and Fujeirah, The 
delegation will then leave London for Morocco to attend the five-day meetings of 
the liaison officers of the Arab Mineral Resources Organisation to discuss the 
budget for 1981 and to close the accounts for the current year, Participants in 
these meetings will also review the program of work for next year, prepare the 
agenda for the fourth Arab conference on mineral resources to be held in Jordan 
next year, draw a geological map of the Arab world, set Arabic guidebooks on 
= ical and minerological terms and write the draft Arabic legislation on mining. 
Text] [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 3 Nov 80 p 3] 


NO OLL OUTPUT INCREASE--Abu Dhabi, Nov, 3 (Ittihad)--The UAE will make no further 
increase in oil production to compensate for the loss of exports from Iran and 
Iraq, Petroleum and Mineral Resources Minister Mana Saeed Al Oteiba has declared, 
The Minister said that the UAE had so far agreed to an increase of 50,000 barrels 
per day, "totally exported to France, in accordance with the directives of UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan." "There will be no (further) increase 
of oil production to compensate the needs of those countries affected by the Iraq- 
7 | war," Dr Oteiba said. [Text] [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 4 Nov 80 
pl 
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